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Alaska Wing brings home top honors! 
See story page 3 . . .
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Dear Member,
During the recent prepara­

tion for the upcoming Graded 
Exercise, in one month, several 
things became obvious.

First, there were the same 
faithful few as from previous 
annual exercises. There were some 
new faces present, which is always 
a good thing to see as new “blood” 
adds a freshness of perspective that 
can be invaluable, but not enough 
new faces. Within this group, I 
didn’t observe a single individual 
that was particularly fascinated 
by the sound of their own voice. 
They were quick to listen and 
slow to speak which evidenced 
an additional rare quality. They 
weren’t taken with the “sound” of 
their own ideas. During the debrief 
on Saturday, they each spoke can­
didly of their own shortfalls and 
discussed ways to overcome them 
in a sincere attitude. In listening 
to their challenges something else 
became evident, the lack of depth 
in the mission team. Not only were 
there critical staff positions empty, 
but there was generally only one 
person to perform the duties that 
would normally take 2 – 3 people 
to perform. This in turn leads us 
into the next obvious point.

As there were a limited number 

of participants, the smoothness 
of execution of those duties was 
also limited. That is, some of the 
finesse was missing due to the 
workload per team member. This 
became evident as many units 
were asked to standby to fly, but 
never flew, as just one example. 
Just as a computer with only one 
processor can only perform tasks 
in sequence, so only one staff 
member can only think of one 
thing at a time. During times of 
high mission input and informa­
tion flow, priorities are set as to 
what will be dealt with at any one 
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Polaris Composite Squadron 
Color Guard team, winners 
of the Alaska state-wide 

Color Guard Competition for 
2008, participated at the Regional 
competition, held in Portland 
Oregon during the Pacific Region 
Regional Conference. The team, 
consisting of 4 cadets and one 
alternate, traveled to the Pearson 
Air Museum in Vancouver, 
Washington on May 15, and com­
peted against Washington, Nevada, 
and California Wing winners.

The team made the long trek 
from Alaska to Portland on May 
15, and arrived at the Pearson 
Museum just in time to assist in 
the set-up of the sleeping quar­
ters. It can be stated that all of the 
Alaska team know how to build 
army cots now. The competition 
was scheduled to begin on Friday 
afternoon with the mile run 
event; however, unseasonably hot 
weather dictated that the run wait 
until after sundown. Participants 
at the museum were noting tem­
peratures of 95 degrees, but other 
observers noted temperatures of 
over 100 just down the road. The 
Alaska team prevailed, winning 

Alaska Wing Brings Home the Top 
Honors at Regional Cadet Competition

Continued . . .
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first place in this event. 
All four of the Alaska 
cadets crossed the fin­
ish line within seconds 
of each other, achieving a winning six-minute time. 
Following the mile run, the cadets moved from physical 
competition to mental competition with a written test, 
covering leadership and Civil Air Patrol history. 

The teams rose early on Saturday morning and prepared 
for the remaining competition events: Inspection, Standard 
Drill, Indoor Drill, and the Outdoor Posting of Colors. The 
concluding event of the competition was the Panel Quiz, test­
ing cadets on Aerospace knowledge. This Jeopardy-style event 
was enjoyed by both participants and spectators, and three of 
the four teams (AK, WA and NV) achieved a three-way tie 
for first place in this event. 

Awards for first and second place in all events, and the 
overall winning team were announced at the Regional Conference banquet, held on Saturday evening. After 
interminable speeches and awards, the competition awards were presented. Alaska Color Guard took first 
place in Mile Run, Inspection, Standard Drill and Outdoor Drill, and second place in Indoor Drill, for an 
overall win for the team. The atmosphere was charged with excitement and a bit of apprehension; it soon hit 
the cadets that they would now have to prepare to represent the Pacific Region at National Competition. 

Cadets Eric Johnson, Daniel Bellerive, Ryan Sherwin and Dustin Gunderman, along with team alternate 
Benjamin Johnson, formed the winning team for Alaska. These cadets will be practicing and working toward 
success at the National Cadet Competition to be held June 26-30 at Dayton, Ohio, along with the Alaska 
Wing Drill Team, who has been unchallenged to the national level. The National Competition brings together 
the best of the Civil Air Patrol Cadet program to compete at the national level. Only 8 Color Guards and 
6 Drill teams across the nation will compete for the top honors at this competition. 

AKWG Top 
Honors
Continued . . .
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Mt. McKinley

Denali
See some of the most spectacular scenery Alaska     
has to offer from the comfort of your glass-enclosed 
rail car. Then relax in our luxurious Mt. McKinley 
or Denali Princess Wilderness 
Lodges. Book online at 
princessrailtours.com
or call 800-426-0500.

CLEAR VIEW
Unexpected Luxury for 
Your Alaskan Adventure

Come to the Business Traveler’s
Address in Ketchikan

On a mountainside overlooking downtown Ketchikan,
the Cape Fox Lodge offers you all the quality and

convenience of a full service hotel.

	 • Full Conference & Banquet Facilities
	 • Corporate & Government Rates
	 • Restaurant & Lounge
	 • No-Smoking Rooms Available

For reservations call 
(907) 225-8001 • Toll Free 866-225-8001

800 Venetia Way, Ketchikan
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Continued . . .

FATHERHOOD GOD’S PLAN
(a message for Father’s Day)

Ch. Maj. Franklin N. Blodgett, CAP

Gen 1:27 says, 
So God created man in his own image,
in the image of God he created him;
male and female he created them. 
NIV
		
		  We are to reflect the image of our Heavenly Father, but too often we reflect the influence 
of the ruler of this world – Satan – instead. A son tends to reflect his father, that is why we hear 
sayings like, “He’s just a chip off the old block” or “Like father, like son.” The Spanish will 
say, “From such a stick such a splinter.” The Irish will quote, “How could the apple be but as 
the apple tree.” 1 

		  As earthly father we can pass on positive blessings or negative curses to our children. Just 
like our Heavenly Father has powerful influence so does an earthly father. I am sure each father 
reading this desires to pass on those things that will help their child or children. We certainly don’t 
want to pass on any family weakness, problems, and sins. 
	
		  Fatherhood is under attack like never before. We live in a society where the so called 
“cultural elites” 2 have redefined the family rather than restoring it. A mother is taught she doesn’t 
need a husband. A child is taught that he or she doesn’t need a father. Charles Colson in his book, 
AGAINST THE NIGHT, wrote, “Since 1970 the rate of marriages has dropped 30 percent while 
the number of divorces is up 50 percent.” 

		  This Father’s Day I want to use the Word of God to put our present day difficulties into a 
Biblical perspective.

	 Malachi 4:5-6  5 “See, I will send you the prophet 
		  Elijah before that great and dreadful day 
		  of the LORD comes.
		  6 He will turn the hearts of the fathers 
		  to their children, and the hearts of the 
		  children to their fathers; or else I will 
		  come and strike the land with a curse.”
		  NIV)

1 Paul M. Goulet M.D., Impartation in the Home, published by RTM in Las Vegas, Nev. These quotes and others can be 
found on pages 9 &10.
2 Term used by Vice President Dan Quayle in 1992 to refer to those in our society that were fighting against the traditional 
family on one man and one woman.



Denali Builders, Inc.

Your Fairbanks
Authorized Dealer

Of Nelson Homes.

Building custom homes
in the Fairbanks Interior

since 1996.

Darrell Russell and his team

bring you quality with affordability.

4680 Killen Lane, Fairbanks
www.denalibuilders.com • 456-1931


Bristol Bay

Contractors
Expeditor of Goods

& Service
Fuel & Transport

We are proud to support
the many fine men, women

& young cadets who make up
our Alaska Civil Air Patrol.
Thanks and good luck in

your future missions!

246-3360
King Salmon, Alaska

Ketchikan Tribal Indian Corp.
We proudly support the lifesaving 

efforts of  our Civil Air Patrol. 

2960 Tongass Ave.
Ketchikan

225-0320

Their dedication to the 
ongoing mission of  

providing air search for 
downed and missing 

      aircraft is especially 
            appreciated.

Thanks and 
good luck!

Brooks Fuel

We are proud to
salute and support

the men and women of
our Civil Air Patrol
for their dedication

and courage in flying
their lifesaving missions.
6186 Old Airport Way
479-8330      Fairbanks
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Fatherhood God’s Plan
Continued . . .

		  Malachi lived in time much like ours - a time when the hearts of many fathers were not for 
their children. A time when the children of Israel were playing at religion and in rebellion to their 
Heavenly Father - a time of broken faith - a time of disregarding the principals of fatherhood - a 
time of robbing God - a time of no distinction between wicked and righteousness- a time ripe for 
judgment.
		
		  The apostle Peter said this:
	 1 Peter 3:7 Husbands, in the same way be considerate as
		  live with your wives, and treat them 
		  with respect as the weaker partner and as 
		  heirs with you of the gracious gift of life,
		  so that nothing will hinder your prayers. 
		  NIV)

		  Men the way you treat your wife affect your spiritual relationship with God. Treat her with 
respect. Be considerate. Don’t break faith with her.

		  During my time in the ministry I have seen the break down of several marriages that at one 
time I considered fairly strong. Both spouses loved each other; the children were wanted, loved 
and from outer appearances well adjusted. There was not sign to the outside world that there was 
physical or psychological abuse. Yet the marriages crumbed. Why?

		  In 1947 a sociologist and historian Carle Zimmerman compared the deterioration and ultimate 
disintegration of various cultures with the family unit in America. Just before every culture fall 
certain conditions (eleven in all) were present. Here are 8 of them:

	 1.	 Increase and rapid, easy, “causeless” divorce. 
		  (Guilty and innocent party theory became a pure
		  fiction.)
	 2.	 Decreased number of children, population decay, and 
		  increased public disrespect for parents and parenthood.
	 3.	 Elimination of the real meaning of the marriage
		  ceremony.
	 4.	 Popularity of pessimistic doctrines about the early
		  heroes.
	 5.	 Breaking down of most inhibitions against adultery.
	6 .	 Revolts of youth against pareents so that parenthood
		  became more and more difficult for those who did try to
		  raise children.



Our approach is to join the 
need for development with the 
responsibility to preserve and 

restore natural resources

We proudly salute the Alaska Civil 
Air Patrol for all their hard work and 

dedication to saving lives!

250 Cushman St., Fairbanks
458-8270

www.oasisenviro.com

        Alaska Interior
      Dental Group

     

Evan Wheeler, DDS

Cosmetic Dentistry
Crown & Bridge

Dentures

907.479.8123

3691 Cameron St., #101
Fairbanks

Electric Motor
Bearings & 
Belts, Inc.

3820 Bonita Street
Fairbanks, AK  99701

Phone: 907-451-9886
Fax: 907-451-9686

1-800-453-9886

F S & G
Aggregate

Charlie & Staff  
are proud 

to salute and support 
Alaska C.A.P.!

452-3834
381 Weise Ct., Fairbanks
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	 7.	 Rapid rise and spread of juvenile delinquency.
	 8.	 Common acceptance of all forms of sexual perversions. 
		  (p.33 Charles R. Swindoll, GROWING WISE IN FAMILY LIFE)

		  And of course it sounds familiar. It is happening in our own culture. Chuck Colson calls it 
the meltdown of American’s families. We can blame societal pressure. We can blame easy divorce 
laws where changing spouses seem the easy thing to do when things get tough. But Colson is right 
when he says the deeper cause is “the core of radical individualism and relativism in our society.” 
(p. 76 AGAINST THE NIGHT)

		  The problem is self-centeredness. The problem is me first - others including children, spouse, 
church and God after me. As long as the job or as long as the church or as long as the marriage 
satisfies my self-center ego I will stay. You see Individualists consider any social contact whether 
that is marriage, business or church membership valuable in how that “commitment” meets their 
OWN best interest. And if that commitment doesn’t meet MY individual need that contact should 
be broken according to the ME FIRST GENERATION.

		  Probably the greatest extreme of self-centeredness was a teen father interview by Bill Moyer 
on his television documentary, “The Vanishing Family.” The young man - who had fathered six 
illegitimate children - said, “Ain’t no woman gonna mess up my life.” This self-centeredness 
prevails in our society - men that more interested in self than the consequences of his actions.

		  Men that say, “If you get this abortion I’ll stay with you.” And in 90 percent of the cases 30 
days after the abortion the man is gone from the relationship. Men that say, “I love you but I don’t 
believe in marriage so let’s just live together.” Then there are the men that say to their wife, “I have 
found someone else so you and the kids are going to have to make it without me.” Everyone self 
centered. No concern for the other person. No concern if their own child is murdered in abortion 
or their own flesh and blood grows up without a Father figure in the family setting.

		  There probably is not a person reading this that has not been affected by divorce - either 
there own or someone close to them. Divorce is not the unpardonable sin. But understand God 
hates divorce. Friend the family is disintegrating. We must cultivate moral values in which we and 
our families can understand the world. Our public universities aren’t going to do. The press isn’t. 
The TV set isn’t. Hollywood isn’t. Fathers, the family is the primary and most important setting 
for moral instruction. 

		  Fathers you need to response. You need to be men of God in a society that is so godless. 
You need to be committed to your spouse to your children. Fathers if you struggle in that area of 
spiritual leadership in the home - struggling with having the right desires the right motivation than 
today confess it to God and ask for his help. H

Fatherhood God’s Plan
Continued . . .



Southeast Alaska Petroleum 
Resource Organization, Inc.

Proudly supports the Alaska Civil Air Patrol

540 Water St., Ste. 201
Ketchikan, AK 99901

(907) 225-7002
www.seapro.org

C & R Pipe
& Steel, Inc.

Our management & staff
are proud to support

the lifesaving efforts of
our Civil Air Patrol.

456-8386
401 E. Van Horn Rd.

Fairbanks

B.C. Vehicle Rental

We’re here to help you
reach your Destination!

Call ahead for reservations
we will meet you with your

vehicle at the airport!

Largest Fleet in Dutch Harbor!
We carry new quality Ford

and Dodge vehicles:
             SUV’s • Cars

                           Ford Explorers
            Full sized
            trucks

Call us at
(907) 581-6777

or e-mail:
checker@arctic.net

Locations Throughout Alaska:
Anchorage - Fairbanks - Kodiak
Prudhoe Bay - Kenai - Seward

Also In: Tacoma, WA • Forest Lake, MN
Edmonton, AB • Houston, TX

907-276-7797
or

800-478-1853

Transportation Systems, Inc.
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Summer is here, time to pull 
out the bathing suits, swim trunks, 
get the boat ready for the water, 
get the skis ready, and get the grill 
ready to go. It is that time of year 
for family gatherings, vacations, 
and summer holidays and par­
ties. It is time for summer fun, but 
safety has to be first priority when 
making the list of things to do.

Unfortunately, the summer 
months are when most critical 
injuries and fatalities are most 
likely to occur. There are several 
things we can all do to keep sum­
mer activity fun and free of seri­
ous injuries and tragedies.

One of the most causes of 
serious injuries and fatalities will 
be traffic mishaps. Such factors 
include, speeding, not wearing 
seatbelts, driving under the influ­
ence, too much nonsense going 
on while driving, driving when 
fatigued. When preparing for a 
trip, whether long or short, take 
the necessary precautions to stay 
safe. Do a precheck-check list 
of the vehicle, just like the one 
required when taking out a CAP 
van. Check tire pressure to all tires 
(including the spare tire), check 
all engine fluids, make sure wind­
shield wipers work properly and 
make sure there is an emergency 

Summer Safet y
kit on board. Make sure everyone 
is well rested, always obey all traf­
fic laws, check weather conditions, 
and let someone know where you 
are going and time of arrival. Also 
pack a variety of snacks to have 
handy during the trip and have 
plenty of water. Always be pre­
pared, you can never know what 
can happen.

Another cause of fatalities is 
drowning. Boating, swimming, 
rafting, skiing, scuba diving mis­
haps can also take lives. Always 
use common sense during water 
sports or events. Always wear 
Coast Guard-approved life pre­
servers on boats and during water 
activities and on docks. Never 
swim alone, always use the buddy 
system and never dive into shallow 
water or water of unknown depth. 
Supervise children at all times, 
even around backyard wading 
and swimming pools. Always use 
plenty of sun tan lotion and check 
each other for possible signs of 
sunburn. Also take a head count 
before leaving the dock to know 
if anyone could be missing at the 
end of the day.

Grills can also cause serious 
injuries. Always keep small chil­
dren supervised and away from 
any hot grill. Small children as 

well as adults are prone to burns 
from the grill itself or from the 
fuel used to put on the coals to 
get the grill hot. Always use a 
heat proof mit for hand and use a 
long enough spatula to keep hand 
and arms from getting burned 
during grilling. Always check 
all equipment and make sure it is 
good safe condition.

If alcoholic beverages are 
present at parties, be sure that 
guests have designated drivers, 
also have non-alcoholic bever­
ages, have plenty of high-protein 
snacks, limit high salty foods to 
keep down high absorption of 
alcohol in the bloodstream. Keep 
SAFETY a PRIORITY; don’t let 
friends drink and drive.

Summer months should be full 
of fun and wonderful memories. 
These are the times when fami­
lies stop and take time for each 
other and friends make time for 
each other. Common sense plays a 
major factor in everything we do 
and the ability to plan and carry 
out fun and wonderful summer 
events, without tragic outcomes 
and tragic memories. Mishaps 
can be prevented with the right 
attitudes and self-discipline. Keep 
summer fun and safe.

THINK SAFETY FIRST.

Safety Corner
By Lt. Col. Melanie Capehart
Texas Wing Safety Director

Reprinted from Texas Wing, Wings Over Texas, Spring 2008



We are proud to salute 
and be a part of the 

many fine efforts of the 
men and women in the 
Civil Air Patrol for their 

lifesaving missions. 

Thanks 
and good 

luck!

P.O. Box 1183, Sitka, AK 99835 • 966-2446

www.alaskafisher.com

Charter Alaska
Personalized Charters

Deep Sea Fishing & Sightseeing

Sonny Cropley – 
your Alaska Adventure Guide, 

a true Alaska Native, 
of the Raven clan of the 

                   Tlingit Nation. 

Proud to support the fine men & 
women of Civil Air Patrol.

747-8558 
Toll Free 1-800-478-8558

236 Lincoln St.
Suite 103, Sitka

www.charteralaska.com

Guardian Flight Air Care is a medical transportation Membership 
offered by Guardian Flight Inc., the largest CAMTS accredited 
medevac company in Alaska.  Memberships for Alaskan residents 
are $75 for one year and one policy covers an entire family.   The 
membership guarantees no balance billing on any ground or air 
medevac service.  We also offer a membership for travelers to 
Alaska costing $20 that covers a visitor to Alaska with the same 
benefits as a resident plus transportation back home anywhere in 
the US or Canada after recovery.   

This product was started based on a need in the community 
for a safety net to cover people from the large costs associated 
with medical transportation.  In Fairbanks alone Guardian Flight 
medevacs 650 people from FMH every year, each cost an average 
of $16,000 plus ground ambulance costs on both sides.  Insurance 
companies only pay a percentage of this cost leaving the patient 
with large medical transportation bills on top of their hospital bills.  
Guardian Flight Air Care will ensure no out of pocket cost for medical 
transportation for an entire family at $75 a year.

The Membership can be purchased by anyone regardless of age,
pre-existing conditions, or current medical insurance status.  We 
have simple purchasing options online at www.GFAirCare.com or 
you can call our toll free number at 1-888-457-1711.
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Delta
Concrete
Products

Structural Reinforcing Wire,
Mesh & Re-Bar

Insulated Concret Forms • Sack Cement 
Commercial Forms

Redi-Mix Concrete • Grout Premix
Crushed D1 • Washed Sand • Bull Rock

Bedding Sand • Concrete Access
Anchor Bolts • Bag Ties • Snap Ties

Construction Stakes

895-4679
Mi. 267.5 Richardson Hwy.

Delta Junction

789-9700/Direct 888-660-2327

For Reservations:

800-578-7878

9200 Glacier Hwy., Juneau

www.travelodge.com 

email:Travelodge@Alaska.com

Making Alaska travel 
vacations and sightseeing 

tour plans for 56 years

Travel Specials
Sightseeing Tours 

Package Tours

300 Elliott Ave. West
Seattle, WA 98119

(206) 281-3535

Reservations: 1 (800) 544-2206
www.graylineofalaska.com

Adventure
Bound
Alaska

Tracy Arm Fjord Tours

We are proud of the 
men and women in 

Civil Air Patrol
for their dedication 

to their search 
& rescue missions.

Family Owned and Operated

76 Eagan, Juneau
463-2509 / 1-800-228-3875

www.adventureboundalaska.com

LJ Answering 
& Alarm

24 Hour Alarm Monitoring

“LJ Alarm is your 
first line of defense!”

Fire
Burglary 

Environmental
Medical

P.O. Box 33659, Juneau, AK 99803

789-4644
www.ljansweralarm.com
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Deadlines
for submittal of articles for

Alaska Wing Tips 
publication are as follows:

Spring Publication 2008		 3rd Week of March

Fall Publication 2008		  3rd Week of August

Winter Publication 2007		 3rd Week of November

Electronic Submissions:

E-mailed to: mikedry@gci.net (use attachments)

Submissions by Mail:

Mike Dryden

26565 Paradise Lane, Chugiak, AK 99567

(907) 688-6509

Dear Alaska Wing CAP Members and PAOs,

disc. We do need all articles 
printed out just incase a file 
becomes corrupt.
·	 Put captions and the im­
age file name for photos at the 
bottom of articles. (Try not to 
write on the back of photos 
if you send originals.)

PHOTOS
·	 If you send original pho­
tographs, I will scan them in.
·	 Digital photos need to be 
taken first with the high reso­
lution setting on your camera 
and then saved with a resolu­
tion of 200 or above. Photos 
above 1MB are good pictures. 
We like photos to be printed 
and labeled with file names 
at the end of the artical so we 
know which photo goes with 
which article/caption.
·	 If someone sends a photo 
printed on paper, we will do 
our best with what we have to 
work with.
·	 If a photo is saved in the 
article (embedded), I can still 
work with these word docu­
ments. Although it is best if 
they are in a file by itself as a 
tif, pdf, jpg, etc. with a reso­
lution of 200 or above for 
clarity purposes.

If you have any questions, 
please feel free to call me at 
907-688-6509. :-)

*Set your digital cameras to the highest 
resolution possible. Help by following these 
simple instructions for submitting editorial.

Editor’s Corner
Major Mike Dryden, Alaska Wing PAO

Here is the format that we 
would like to have all materi­
al sent in for publishing your 
CAP magazines.
TEXT
·	 We would like for all ar­
ticles to be either in Word 
format or saved as text on a 



Construction
Machinery

Industrial, LLC
Proudly Salutes The Lifesaving
Efforts Of The Civil Air Patrol!

2615 20th Ave.
Fairbanks

24 Hour 907-455-9600
Toll Free 800-478-3822

Aero Tech 
Flight Service, Inc.

“Established Since 1956”

FAA Approved Flight School 
Aircraft Rentals

1100 Merrill Field Dr.
Anchorage        279-6558

We are proud to support the 
men & women of

Civil Air Patrol who give of 
themselves, so others may live!

www.4seasonsmarine.com
(907) 790-6671

We proudly salute & support the 
many fine men & women

of Alaska C.A.P.
P.O. Box 211267

Auke Bay, AK 99821

Narrows 
Co., Inc.

Proud to Support the 
Lifesaving Efforts of the

Civil Air Patrol 

296-2207
P.O. Box 6409

Halibut Cove, AK 99603

Precision Plus, Inc.
Aircraft Engines

“We proudly salute the fine men and
women who make up our Civil Air Patrol. 

Good luck on your future missions.”
20016 Birchwood Spur Rd.

Chugiak

688-4043

Family Medical Center
Delta Junction, AK • 895-5100

Tok Clinic, AK • 883-5855
Proud to help support the 

lifesaving efforts of the C.A.P. 
and good luck to the cadets. 
Keep up the good work!

We proudly salute 
the men and women of 
C.A.P. for their ongoing 
mission to saving lives.

Largest Full 
Service 
Stevedoring 
Company in Alaska

• Terminal Operations & Management  
• Stevedore Services 
• Heavy Equipment Operations  
• Special Project 
• Research & Management

68 Makushin Dr.

Dutch Harbor

581-2617
www.northstarak.com

National 
Marine 

Fisheries 
Service

Sustainable 
Fisheries

410 Airport Beach Rd., #202 
Dutch Harbor
581-2062

North Star Terminal & Stevedore Co.

Off Van Horn

456-6156

                  Truck & Auto Repair

 “Your one stop service shop . . . Large to small, we do it all!”.

Largest Auto Repair Facility In The Interior
  • Foreign & Domestic
  •  24 Hour Towing

Gabe’s Peger Road
Muffler & Alignment Center

  • Struts 	 • Free Exhaust System Inspection
  • Brakes  	 • Custom Pipe Bender
  • Tune-Ups 	• Catalytic Convertor
  • Shocks	 • License Tabs Available

1904 Peger Rd., Fairbanks
479-6162

18 18



19 19

“Remember for most of the year when flying in Nevada that in 15 minutes or LESS, in a survivable off-airport landing, we can find 
ourselves in perhaps four entirely different climatic zones, from ice and snow on a ridge top to a true desert. Keep in mind we assume that 
you crawl out of the aircraft just as it ignites and burns completely! You crawl to a nearby rock and take stock. So what you have is what 
is in your pockets of your flight suit so to speak. You have nothing else. What items in what priority would you choose?”

THE MENTAL WILL . . . to survive
By: Roxanne Faike

After being asked the above question 
by Major Jack Clark, I myself took 
stock of what climbers have while 
surviving at high altitude around the 
world. Amazingly, climbing high altitude 
mountains and airplane crashes carry a 
common thread. HOW DO WE SURVIVE? 
HOW DO WE FACE AND OVERCOME 
INSURMOUNTABLE ODDS?

There is much that has been written on 
physical survival, and you are urged to 
seek out this information. But in this 
article, I wish to give you what I think is 
the NUMBER ONE MOST IMPORTANT 
tool for survival...YOUR MENTAL WILL. 
I cannot emphasize how important a 
positive mental state is to surviving. We 
have watched many climbers who have 
every piece of equipment needed for 
survival BUT could not pull off their goal 
only because they mentally couldn’t stay 
focused. Here are some of the mental 
tools that have been useful in facing life 
and death on the mountain and allow 
me to conquer anything I come face to 
face with. Below is a word acronym that 
is essential to recall the mental will for 
survival.

M ental		 W ork

E nter		  I nnovative

N ight		  L ight

T alk		  L ive

A ctive

L ook 

1. M ental ability It is said that to 
conquer a mountain takes 60% mental 
and 40% physical ability. First and 
foremost, you MUST BELIEVE that you 
can succeed. There have been times 
that I was unable to summit a mountain 
because I let my head get in the way. I 
told myself, “I am too tired, I didn’t get 
enough sleep, my body aches too much, 

my clothes are not adequate, I didn’t eat 
properly. I didn’t train hard enough. Why 
am I even here?” Have you ever MADE 
excuses to NOT do something? We have 
all been guilty of this. If you let your mind 
veer into a negative state it is a guarantee 
you will loose your edge to survive! 

2. E nter your mind If you find yourself 
doubting what lies ahead and you can’t 
go on, then focus. Put your mind and 
thoughts in a different place. Many times 
I have climbed a mountain and don’t 
remember taking a step. When the climb 
gets tough, I begin to focus on people 
and events during my last climb OR 
start trying to remember favorite songs. 
There is one climber who memorizes 
poetry which he recites to himself while 
climbing. The sherpa chant mantras. 
Your choice might be thinking about your 
family at home and the fun times........ 
FIND the tool that will allow you to focus 
your mind to a positive state and make 
you forget your pain and press on.

3. N ight Night becomes the most 
dangerous for any climber or survivor. 
It is at this time the body starts shutting 
down. The heart slows, and it becomes 
harder to keep warm, to stay focused on 
positive thoughts, and to think that you 
WILL survive. If you find yourself losing 
your mental edge or you begin to enter 
a hypothermic state, sit up and start to 
exercise all your body parts. This will 
get the heart, heat and mind going. Sing 
songs, repeat nursery rhymes, talk to 
yourself and others and try to edge your 
mind into that positive area.

4. T alk Talking to and believing in a 
higher power can make a huge difference 
in your ability to survive. No doubt you 
have read articles about POW’S and how 
important a strong mental attitude was 
needed for survival. The sherpa are also 

great examples of listening and talking to 
their higher powers. It is of great comfort 
when you feel there is NO ONE to talk to, 
that no matter what the outcome, there is 
a greater power there with you... helping 
you. 

5. A ctive Keep your mind active and 
alert. While climbing near the South 
Pole in Antarctica, our mind had to 
be constantly checking and thinking 
about our body. If you are not actively 
asking questions, your body can get into 
big trouble fast. Antarctica became a 
moment to moment survival. Each step 
was not thinking about summiting some 
mountain but of surviving the cold, the 
wind, and extreme conditions. All day 
long our thoughts were focused on, 
“How are my fingers doing? Can I feel my 
nose and my toes? Is my urine clear and 
copious?” Your mind must stay active 
and connected with your body. Continue 
asking these crucial questions!

6. L ook for mental stimulation 
Questions! What can I use from the plane 
to make a shelter or to catch water? Over 
half the body is made up of water and 
needs to be replenished constantly. You 
can last a long time without food, BUT 
NOT WATER! How can I make signals? 
40% of the body heat is lost through the 
head: cover it! Can I save my urine to 
sleep with and keep me warm? Solving 
questions are a key part of keeping the 
mind active for survival. 

7. W ork at calmness BREATHE!! 
Mentally focus on a calm state. Even 
experienced climbers freak out up high. 
Your mind plays tricks on you, and soon 
you will find yourself thinking the worst. 
In one incident, the climber thought her 
kids were in a fatal accident. Another 
thought her house burned. Sherpa are 

Continued . . .

Reprinted from Nevada Wing, Silver Wings Over Nevada, Fall 2007



Sportsman’s Cove Lodge
Alaska’s Friendly World-Class Sportfishing

Larry “Mac” McQuarrie ~ Owner ~
proudly salutes Alaska Civil Air Patrol!

P.O. Box 8500, Ketchikan, AK 99901

Business: 907-247-7252
Fax: 907-247-7255

Reservations: 1-800-962-7889
Vacancy is limited,

early reservations are advised.

www.alaskasbestlodge.com

     Compliments of:

Unalaskans Against
Sexual Assault &

Family Violence, Inc.

Crisis Line in Alaska
Toll Free 1-800-478-7238

581-1500
P.O. Box 36
Unalaska

99685

Denali Center
Fairbanks Memorial Hospital 

Here When You Need Us.
We are proud to salute the lifesaving

efforts of the Civil Air Patrol,

for we too are dedicated to saving lives.

452-8181
1650 Cowles St., Fairbanks

“The Office” 
Bar, LLC

Good times and friends 
– Come join us

151 Front St., Hoonah

945-3215

FOREIGN AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR

747-3464 1511 Sawmill Creek Rd. 
Sitka

• Wheel Alignment
• Computer Controlled 
   Analysis 
• Tune up 

• Brake Service 
• Engine Replacement 
• Transmission 
   Replacement
• Tires

DOMESTIC 
OR 

IMPORT

We proudly support the
Alaska Civil Air Patrol!

Joe’s
Screen Printing

& Engraving

Imprinted Sportswear
Corporate & Sports 

Awards
Engraved Signs

225-9313
407 Stedman Street

Ketchikan

 Southeast Alaska’s best-kept fishing secret
         www.pelicanalaskafishing.com

Winter Sales Office:
 P.O. Box 3802

Santa Barbara, CA 93130-3802

Summer Sales Office:
P.O. Box 765

Pelican, AK 99832

1-800-962-8441
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even more sensitive to these “signs” and 
won’t climb if they feel danger. There 
is a LOT of anxiety at altitude due to no 
oxygen and calmness of mind is hard 
to attain. In dealing with this we use 
breathing techniques much like in yoga 
classes. Breathe deeply...hold...expel 
quickly. These techniques are extremely 
helpful at night when anxiety creeps 
in and anxiety WILL creep in with your 
survival. 

8. I nnovative BE INNOVATIVE!!! In any 
survival situation no one can take the 
essentials for survival. This is where you 
combine your mental and physical skills. 
Make things work with what you have. 
The North Face Team taught us to think 
about what to do if there was no sleeping 
bag, a fire, warm clothes. Challenge 
yourself and others to think and talk 
about these scenarios BEFORE they 
happen. A surprise will be in store for 
you. It is an awesome feeling to survive a 
climb without some of the essentials or at 
least make do.

9. L ight thoughts During survival, 
keep daytime and especially nighttime 
thoughts light. NEVER bog down your 
inner self with negative thoughts like 
“Am I ever going to make it out of here? 
Is anyone looking for me? I wish I hadn’t 
had that fight with my wife/daughter.” 
Better to say, “ When I get out of here I 
am going to.................”

10. L IVE ..... YOUR WILL TO LIVE is the 
NUMBER ONE MOST IMPORTANT 
piece in survival...repeat again and again, 
“I WILL LIVE!” 

In summary, a positive MENTAL WILL is 
the key to survival! Memorize MENTAL 
WILL and its tools. They will save your 
life!

BE POSITIVE! BELIEVE YOU WILL 
SURVIVE! 

BELIEVE THERE IS NO OBSTACLE TOO 
GREAT!

BELIEVE IN YOURSELF! BELIEVE THAT 
YOU WILL BE RESCUED!

ROXANNE FAIKE CLIMBING RESUME

MOUNT EVEREST BASE CAMP 18,365 FT. OCTOBER 19, 2001 
KALA PATTAR

MOUNT KILIMANJARO 19,340 FT. FEBRUARY 10, 2002
MOUNT ACONCAGUA, ARGENTINA 22,841 FT. JANUARY 23, 

2005
CARSTENSZ PYRAMID 16,223 FT. OCTOBER 9, 2005 PAPUA, 

NEW GUINEA
MOUNT VINSON ANTARCTICA 16,066 FT. DECEMBER 23, 

2006
 
MOUNT FUJI, JAPAN 12,388 FT. AUGUST 6, 2004
MOUNT NORITAKE, JAPAN AUGUST 2004
MOUNT KAMIKOCHI, JAPAN AUGUST 2004
MOUNT DAISEN, JAPAN AUGUST 2004
 
MOUNT RAINIER, WASHINGTON 14,410 FT. AUGUST 7, 2003
MOUNT RAINIER, WASHINGTON 14,410 FT. JULY 15, 2004
MOUNT HOOD, OREGON 11,249 FT. JUNE 16, 2005
MOUNT SHASTA, CALIFORNIA 14,170 FT. MAY 30, 2004 SOUTH 

SIDE
MOUNT SHASTA, CALIFORNIA 14, 170 FT. JULY 2, 2005 SOUTH 

SIDE
MOUNT SHASTA, CALIFORNIA 14, 170 FT. JULY 15, 2005 

NORTH SIDE

LONGS PEAK, COLORADO 14,259 FT. JULY 2002
MATTERHORN, BISHOP, CA 12,279 FT. AUGUST 13, 2007
MOUNT WHITNEY, CA 14,505 FT.
BOUNDARY PEAK, NV 12,624 FT. 
WHEELER PEAK, NV 13,161 FT.

Mental Will . . .
Continued

H

Roxanne Faike and Robyn in Antarctica.



Thanks and good luck 
in your future missions.

383-2331
P.O. Box 249, Sand Point 

AK 99661

Sand Point 
Harbor

is proud to salute the 
men & women 

who make up our 
Civil Air Patrol.

H      Holaday-Parks, Inc.
Sheet Metal Specialists

“Serving Alaska For Over 25 Years”

	 • Custom metal fabrication

	 • Complete welding shop

	 • Industrial and commercial ventilation

	    system design and construction

	 • Free Estimates
Holaday-Parks, Inc.

1820 Marika Road, Fairbanks, Alaska 99709

(907) 452-7151
Fax (907) 452-3800

Large Stock Of Sheet Metal
Aluminum ~ Stainless ~ Painted Steel ~ Galvanized

P

Providing Health Care and Hope
for the Copper River Valley of Alaska

P.O. Box 5, Glennallen, 99588
907-822-3203

www.crossroadmc.org

Proud to be apart of the 
lifesaving efforts of the CAP!

One Destination-
A Hundred Alaskan 

Adventures

	 • Relax in the natural healing waters of our
	     pool, hot tubs or lake
	 • Explore 440 acres of beautiful wilderness
	 • Tour the Aurora Ice Museum, the world’s only 
	     year-round ice structure

Bike Rentals • Canoeing • Rafting • Flightseeing • Horseback Riding
Full-Time Masseuse • Summertime Dog Cart Rides • Hiking • RV Parking

Guided ATV Tours • Only One Scenic Hour From Fairbanks

1-800-478-4681 • (907) 451-8104
reservations@chenahotsprings.com

www.chenahotsprings.com
Book your once-in-a-lifetime Aurora Ice Museum Wedding today!

Food Cache
is proud to

salute and support
the valiant efforts of our

Alaska Civil Air Patrol!

895-4653
Mile Post 266 Richardson Hwy.

Delta Junction

“Scheduled Service Between
Iliamna And Anchorage”

Unguided Hunting, Fishing,
Backpacking and Float Trips

Raft Rental and Lodging Available

Tim and Nancy LaPorte

(907) 571-1248
Fax: (907) 571-1649

P.O. Box 109, Iliamna, AK 99606

The Counterfitters 
~ Custom Countertops ~ 

~ Tub Enclosures ~ 
Licensed • Bonded • Insured 

Certified CORIAN Fabricators
780-4363

5441 Glacier Highway, Juneau

Native Owned Corporation

Largest Private Landowner
in Southeast Alaska

  We specialize in:

Forest Products • Entertainment
Mineral Development • Plastics 

Telecommunications • Financial Markets

1 Sealaska Plaza Suite 400
Juneau

(907) 586-1512
www.sealaska.com           
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365
The 365 

critical days
of CAP

Many of us have heard 
the term “101 critical 
days of summer” it is 

the period from Memorial Day 
to Labor Day where statisti­
cally the most accidents occur. 
How many of us have ever 
thought about the other 264 
days of the year?

We as CAP members have 
a distinct privilege; we have the 
opportunity to serve our country 
in a capacity that few Americans 
ever will. As they say, with more 
privilege comes more responsi­
bility, which holds very true to 
us in CAP. We have to be avail­
able to go at a moments notice 
to respond to any tasking that is 
given to us. 

One thing many of you may 
be asking is; what can we do to 
make sure we are always avail­
able? Truthfully, there is nothing 
we can do to always be avail­
able. We all are susceptible to 
becoming ill, using medications, 
stress, fatigue, and emotion. It is 
up to you to be able to say, “I’m 
not safe to go do this mission.”

Now that we have identi­

By Captain Eric Hineman, SDWG Safety Officer

fied what we are susceptible to 
as CAP members let us think 
about each one of those items. 
First illness, this can be some­
thing as simple as allergies or 
something more severe like 
bronchitis. Bottom line if you 
are ill at all now is not the time 
to try to be a hero. You have 
to decide if you are healthy 
enough to go on this mission.

Stress can come from many 
different sources. It might be 
an assignment at school or 
work. It could also come from 
the mission you have just been 
called upon to help with. You 
have to be able to decide if 
there is too much stress in your 
life at that time.

Have you ever felt tired in 
the middle of a mission? What 
about when you get that phone 
call at 0200 hours, are you 
fatigued at that point? Fatigue is 
an interesting character. Fatigue 
can suddenly sneak up on you 
in many ways. You might feel 
fine while you are driving down 
the road to the scene of an acci­
dent. Once you complete your 

mission, and are returning to 
mission base how many times 
have you “hit the brick wall”, 
and fought to stay awake the rest 
of the way? You have to decide 
when you are fatigued.

Have you ever felt strongly 
about something? So strongly 
that  i t  took up al l  of  your 
energy and it was all you could 
think about. This should be a 
warning sign that your emotion 
is taking over. If your emo­
tion is getting in the way of 
your mission, you can be a 
hindrance to the mission. You 
have to be able to decide when 
to much is too much.

Now take what you have 
just learned and apply it to not 
only what you do in CAP, but 
also what you do in your day-
to-day life. If you take nothing 
else from this article, remember 
this. Regardless if you are the 
Incident Commander, a member 
of the aircrew, or part of the all-
essential ground team; you are 
the one who makes the decision 
if you are safe to go out and 
perform the mission.

Reprinted from South Dakota Wing, South Dakota Wing Roundup, Fall 2007



Naknek Village 
Council

We proudly salute and support 
the many fine men and women 

who make up our 
Alaska Civil Air Patrol. 

Your courage and dedication 
to saving lives is 

especially appreciated.

1 Stenball St., Naknek
246-4210

Mac Haus

City Market, Inc.
Full Service Grocery Store

P.O. Box 140, Wrangell
AK 99929 • 874-3333

We proudly salute
the men and women 

of Alaska C.A.P. 

Thanks and good luck!

Nenana Heating 
Services, Inc.

Proud to be a part of the 
lifesaving work of C.A.P.

832-5445

P.O. Box 9
Nenana, AK 99760

Ø
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We proudly support the Alaska C.A.P. 
for their lifesaving missions. 

Keep up the great work!
991 N. Herman Rd., Ste. 375

Wasilla   •  357-6622

Coffee, Internet, Apple Technology, 
all in one single stop

Interior 
Fuels Co.

“We proudly support the 
rescue missions and the 
lifesaving work of the 

Civil Air Patrol throughout 
Alaska!”

456-1312



Bear Body 
Works

Auke Bay RV Park
We are proud to salute and support 

the many fine men & women 
who make up the Civil Air Patrol. 

Klondike Taxi
Proudly supports the men, women, and 
young cadets who make up the C.A.P. 
Good luck in your future missions!

457-7438
P.O. Box 71009 
Fairbanks, AK 99707

9940 Crazy Horse Dr.
Juneau • 789-4803

- Paint & Glass
- Auto Body

- Unibody Frame Specialist
- Foreign & Domestic

- Complete Collision Repair 

11930 Glacier Highway
Juneau

789-9467

R & B Enterprises
Funeral Services, Burial Vaults

101 Sisters Lane, Sitka
747-3091

Proud to support the men & 
women of C.A.P.

Compliments 

of a Friend...

We are proud to support the many fine 

men and women who make up the 

Civil Air Patrol with their lifesaving 

work to make our great state a safer 

place to live.










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may only get one chance to do it 
at all. As we continue to train so 
as to do the best we can, keep in 
context and in mind why we do 
these things.

I would be derelict if I didn’t 
draw your attention to some very 
significant events from over the 
past few weeks. First, we will 
be sending to the National Cadet 
Competitions two teams, one for 
the Color Guard Competition, 
and the second for the Drill Team 
Competition. This will be the first 
time in the history of the Alaska 
Wing that teams representing 
both Alaska and the Pacific 
Region have gone to the National 
Competitions! Our cadets and 
senior leaders have worked hard 
to earn this honor and responsibil­
ity. To help make this a further 
success, I would be remiss not to 
mention the community support 
from such donors as Walmart 
Alaska, for contributing toward 
the transportation costs of these 
two teams. This has allowed these 
cadets to focus on sharpening 
their skills and less concern for 
fund raising. As opportunity 
presents please extend your con­
gratulations for a job well done, 
and assist them when possible. 
We, I, am/are proud of them!

2

Commander’s Corner
Continued from page 1 . . .

H

point in time. Sometimes units 
standing by, ready to launch, are 
passed over for tasking as the 
mission tempo increases. This 
does not happen because the unit 
is not liked, or the mission team is 
a group of incompetent “jerks”. It 
happens because they are human 
and are limited to space and time. 
“No man makes a perfect plan…” 
is a truism that not only applies to 
the academic side of a mission but 
also includes the execution side as 
well. The solution? “Many hands 
make light work…” equates into 
depth in a mission team that means 
more tasks can be accomplished 
more efficiently and effectively. 
We not only do a better job at 
prosecuting the mission but the 
units standing by aren’t left out. 
The best way to make things better 
and more effective is not in one 
sided complaining, but wading 
into the fray and helping with the 
tasks that make the process flow 
more smoothly.

In essence, the foregoing is 
making two points, one get on 
board and help out! We need 
participants from the field, if only 
for one exercise. This will accom­
plish several things. First it will 
give a better understanding of the 
challenges and difficulties that a 
mission team face and hopefully 
this will be taken back to the unit. 
Secondly, it brings the expertise 
to the mission center that makes 
the mission flow smoother and 
may otherwise be lacking. The 
other point is simply to educate 
the member in the field to some 
of the aspects that interferes with 

“the plan” when it doesn’t seem 
to work out as initially promised. 
In the next two years the annual 
exercises will/ may not take place 
at Elmendorf, but at a unit near 
you. When the “real-world” mis­
sion occurs, we may not be able 
to use the facilities at Elmendorf 
but would need to position the 
mission command center with 
one of the squadrons. Everyone 
needs to be able to pick up and 
carry the “torch”, and by rotating 
where the mission is located will 
be a step toward this goal.

Finally, as I was reflecting 
on the practice mission, I was 
reminded of the importance of 
what we do. The mission scenario 
will include a plethora of mis­
sion types, ie – SAR, DR, HLS, 
and extended missing persons 
searches. All of these may well 
be performed here at “home”. 
That is here in Alaska. This, in 
simple terms, means we do it for 
our state, communities, friends 
and families. Too often, I fear, 
we tend to think our missions 
serve the best interest of some 
unseen entity when in fact we 
perform missions that benefit our 
friends, neighbors, and even our 
families. We are part of a national 
organization, but we serve here 
locally. In the true spirit of our 
forefathers, when an emergency 
overcomes a friend or neighbor, 
we drop what we are doing to 
respond to their need, keeping 
in mind it might be our selves 
next time or one of our family 
members. We practice to do it 
right the first time, because we 
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            Surveyors 
                Planners
“We are proud to support C.A.P.”

452-4094
P.O. Box 71429, Fairbanks, AK 99707

tutzmann
    ngineering
       ssociates, Inc.

“Have Hose . . . Will Travel”

Hilton’sBud

Thawing &
Pumping Service

601 Halverson Rd., Fairbanks

479-2475
We Proudly Salute The Lifesaving

Efforts Of Civil Air Patrol!

Fairbanks
Natural
Gas, LLC

3408 International Way
Fairbanks, Alaska

452-7111   

Explore Alaska’s Premier Mountain Wilderness 
Wrangell – St. Elias National Park 

World Class Flight Tours
Wilderness Hiking, Rafting & Glacier Treks

1-800-478-1160
www.wrangellmountainair.com

Local 768K Internet Access • Voice Mail
Digital Switching • Caller ID With Name

Call Waiting • Call Forwarding • Speed Dialing
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Company 
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Juneau
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At 9:00 p.m. a Search 
and Rescue Ground Team 
from the Mat-Su Minuteman 
Civil Air Patrol Squadron 
in Palmer arrived at mile 
117 of the Glenn and began 
hiking toward the emer­
gency locater’s signal. Due 
to worsening weather con­
ditions and nightfall they 
were forced back to the 
road where they met up with 
snowmachiners.

The ground team pointed 
the snowmachiners in the 
general direction of the sig­
nal and lent them their direc­
tion finding equipment.

Submitted by 2nd Lt. Pamela Speer
Public Affairs Officer, Mat-Su Minuteman Cadet Squadron

Helicopter Crash Kills 4; 
Teen Lives

Left to right Levi Doran, 
Chad Speer, 
Michael Davenport, 
Christopher Wolford.



Ketchikan Gateway Borough

Ketchikan International 
Airport

1000 Airport Terminal Way
Ketchikan, AK 99901

225-6800

www.borough.ketchikan.ak.us
Thank you Alaska Civil Air Patrol!

Adlersheim Wilderness
Lodge Bed & Breakfast

Retreats & Meetings
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P.O. Box 35544, Juneau, AK 99803
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	         4X4 Specialists
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	 Auto & Truck Repair
	 Computerized Engine Repair
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	 452-8882
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Put Your Trust in
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Yukon Title
Company, Inc.

 (907) 456-3474
  714 Gaffney Road

Email: trust@yukontitle.com

The only locally 
owned & operated 
title company in 

Fairbanks.

FenceWorks
“We take pride in our work

…. and it shows.”
Residential & Commercial

Free Estimates
Chain Link Kennels, Panels & Gates

Licensed • Bonded • Insured 

(907) 474-9542
2950 Van Horn Rd., Fairbanks
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ALASKA—Juneau Southeast 
Composite Squadron members, in 
the midst of conducting a disaster 
relief training mission, were able 
to focus their training opportuni­
ties on a real-life situation instead 
of simulated calamities after an 
avalanche significantly damaged 
the power line between Juneau and 
Snettisham Hydroelectric Power 
Plant early April 16.

T h e  s q u a d r o n ’ s 
commander, Maj. Ken Nestler, and 
his flight operations officer, Capt. 
Jon Ahlgren, seized the opportu­
nity to alter the training scenario 
to conduct aerial photo mis­
sions and damage assessments. 
With  no temporary f l ight 
restrictions in place, aircrews 
on two sorties were able to fly 

Continued . . .

Juneau SE Composite members shift focus during disaster relief training mission 

Alaska Aircrews Monitor 
Aftermath of Major Avalanche

Maj. Jeff DeFreest, Mission Pilot 
Government Affairs Officer, Alaska Wing

Photo by Capt. Bob Mattson
ABOVE: Circles drawn 
by 1st Lt. Robert Goetz, 
mission observer, indicate the 
presence of two towers along 
the Snettisham Hydroelectric 
Power Plant power line.

LEFT: Another view of the 
area affected by the avalanche. 
Photo by Maj. Jeff DeFreest
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Photo by Maj. Jeff DeFreest
A Juneau Southeast Composite Squadron member’s photo shows some of the area where an avalanche 
damaged the power line between Juneau and the city’s main source of electricity, Snettisham Hydroelectric 
Power Plant.

to the avalanche area near the 
power plant, about 30 miles 
south of Juneau. The squadron 
members  pract iced taking 
reconnaissance photographs and 
maneuvering within the Speel 
Arm of the fjord near the plant. 

The Snettisham plant, built in 1973 
to supply power for Juneau, is oper­
ated by Alaska Electric & Power 
and provides about three-fourths 
of the electricity for the city. 

Though the avalanche damage 
is expected to be repaired soon, in 

the meantime a dramatic increase 
in electric bills is anticipated while 
diesel power is used for as long as 
three months to compensate for the 
absence of Snettisham. The hydro­
electric plant had accounted for 80 
percent of Juneau’s power.

Avalanche Aftermath
Continued . . .

H
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Family members don’t always make the most 
patient teachers. (Flash back, for instance, to the 
day that your dad tried to show you how to drive 
a stick-shift car.) But, as it turns out, dads and 
moms, siblings and cousins, and husbands and 
wives can make terrific mentors--particularly in 
the area of aviation.

Here’s where their enthusiasm and sheer love 
of flying get to shine. Pilots tend to draw those 
around them into flying, and especially when these 
people are family members, they do whatever it 
takes to nurture that spark of interest in aviation. 
They provide a pat on the back, a sympathetic ear, 
and the wisdom that helps a new pilot understand 
the mysteries of operating a complex piece of 
equipment in three dimensions. And aviation is all 
the better for their efforts, and for the people they 
bring into the fold.

Meet two of these folks and the student pilots 
they’re shepherding with the help of AOPA’s Project 
Pilot, a unique program that provides mentors and 
student pilots with resources to help them achieve 
their aviation goals. 

“Copyright 2008, Aircraft Owners and Pilots Association. Reprinted with permission.”
AOPA Flight Training Magazine, May 2008 issue 

AOPA Project Pilot: Close to Home
Student pilots benefit from mentors’ encouragement—you can, too

By Jill W. Tallman

Growing up in aviation
Rob Speer is “the guy everyone calls when 

they get interested in flying,” says his wife, 
Pamela Speer. Given that the Speers live in 
Alaska--a state in which general aviation plays 
a critical transportation role--Rob has his work 
cut out for him. And he’s risen to the challenge: 
“This year alone he has mentored three very good 
friends and coworkers,” Pamela says. 

Preflight.

Awesome!

But it wasn’t until recently that Rob and Pamela 
discovered AOPA Project Pilot. Rob enrolled a 
special student pilot to “test” the program--his 
15-year-old son, Chad. They’re excited about the 
benefits AOPA Project Pilot provides, Pamela says. 
Chad can utilize training CDs and receives a free 
six-month subscription to AOPA Flight Training. 
Rob also uses the Project Pilot materials as teach­
ing tools for his volunteer work with the Civil Air 
Patrol’s Mat-Su Minutemen Squadron in Wasilla, 
where the Speers live part of the year. 

“I became interested in becoming a pilot a long 
time ago,” says Chad, who flew with his mom from 
Oregon to Alaska when he was just four days old. 
Small airplanes have been a part of his life ever 
since. His father is a bush pilot for a hunting lodge 
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Continued on page 55 . . .

in Iliamna, about 225 miles south­
west of Anchorage. The family 
divides its time between Iliamna 
and Wasilla, in the south central 
part of the state. 

Chad is learning to fly in his 
father’s Piper PA-18 Super Cub, 
a tailwheel airplane similar to a 
Piper J-3 Cub, except that it has 
a larger engine, longer range, 
and more payload, making it an 
airplane of choice for bush flying. 
And even though he had logged 
just 33 hours when this article 
was written, he probably has more 
experience on floats and skis than 

a student pilot in parts of Alaska, but some chal­
lenges are the same for Chad as for student pilots 
everywhere else. “The hardest part so far seems to be 
landing,” he says. “I don’t think I’m alone in saying 
this either. Landing has to be one of the toughest 
things to do in an airplane, especially depending on 
the conditions. If you have a serious crosswind, for 
instance, that makes it extremely difficult.” 
Coexisting in the cockpit

A pilot in the family doesn’t guarantee that 
you’ll want to learn to fly from the beginning. Karen 
Seery grew up with pilots--her father is one--but “I 
was never interested,” she says. 

What eventually drew her to the cockpit? Her 
husband’s enthusiasm for flying. Loren Seery has 
been a private pilot since 1999. “He raved about 
how exciting and refreshing it was to fly on a grass 
strip in a [Piper] Cub with the doors down! ‘This is 
real flying!’” Karen recalls. “Although I hadn’t been 
particularly interested before, he knew I’d really 
enjoy this. His excitement was infectious.” 

Key to introducing his wife to flying was that her 
husband did not push her into it, Karen says. “He was 
wise not to push me into it, and not to make me feel 
like I had to love it just because he did,” she says. 

Karen began taking flight lessons in an 
Aeronca Champ, flying at Red Stewart Airfield in 

Flight training.

many certificated pilots. That’s part of living and 
flying in Alaska, where pilots are as likely to fly 
out of a private airstrip as a public airport, and land 
as often on cinder beds, beaches, or dry lake beds 
as on paved runways. During the summer, Chad 
and instructor John Furnia operate out of Iliamna 
Airport. Chad plans to solo on his sixteenth birthday, 
May 4. 

Learning to fly in Alaska presents a set of 
challenges. There’s the rugged terrain, the extreme 
climate in certain areas, and the lack of weather-
reporting sources. Luckily for Chad, his dad has 
been flying in this environment since 1983. An 
instrument-rated commercial pilot, Rob Speer flies 
to remote places taking clients to fishing spots or 
dropping off hunters, where he might land the Super 
Cub on a ridge or a gravel bar. “Most of what we do 
is off-airport,” he says. 

“Having my dad as a mentor definitely adds a 
layer of comfort because I can count on him to know 
what he’s doing,” Chad says. “My dad has provided 
me with some excellent tips and instructions on how 
to deal with different scenarios,” and has shared 
his expertise on maneuvers, landings, and takeoffs, 
he says. “In Alaska, you have to know what to do, 
especially in the bush, which is where we typically 
are practicing takeoffs and landings.” 

The conditions might be starkly different for 
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Flying and shooting off 
rockets sound like the 
stuff of dreams or video 

games. But not any more for 
Prince of Wales kids. The 

Civil Air Patrol Comes to POW
Civil Air Patrol is kicking of 
its Cadet Program here on the 
Island for young people ages 
12 to 21. Majors John Erickson 
and Ken Nestler of the Alaska 

Civil Air Patrol and Dr. Bob 
Thomas of the Craig Clinic 
visited various POW schools 
including Klawock (see photo) 
the last week of May to share 
the tremendous opportunities 
available through the program. 
The program includes educa­
tion, activities, ethical / moral 
and fitness components. For 
many cadets the program can 
lead to higher education and 
career opportunities. For more 
information, please contact 
Dr. Bob Thomas at pow.doc@
gmail.com. 
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CAP 
Northern 
Edge

CAP 
Northern 
Edge

Continued . . .

The mission of the joint U.S. military exercise 
Alaska Shield was developing teamwork 
among federal agencies. It reached out to 

nearly every emergency responder in the 49th state, 
including Civil Air Patrol. Polaris Squadron flew a 
reconnaissance mission over the Alaska Pipeline 
May 15, mapping it with the ARCHER system. 
“Alaska’s state emergency control center requested 
we fly the pipeline and use ARCHER to detect any 
threats or anomalies,” said Jim McCarthy, an official 
with the Alaska Wing. 

The system, Airborne Real-time Cueing 
Hyperspectral Enhanced Reconnaissance, uses a 
camera on the bottom fuselage of the CAP airplane 
to record constant images of the terrain. The camera 
is able to detect objects that are significantly differ­
ent from the back ground, such as an airplane or lost 
hiker. “This imaging allows us to detect objects as 
small as a meter from a half a mile up in the air,” said 
Lt. Col. Stuart Goering. “We get the imaging in real 
time in low resolution color or high res black and 
white.” Goering was preparing to format a portable 
500 gigabyte hard drive for the pipeline mission 
at Anchorage’s Merrill Field. The CAP mission 
crew included Goering and Maj. John Wahl as the 
observers with pilots Col. Skip Widtfeldt and 1st 
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Northern Edge
Continued . . .

H

Lt. Don Stendingh. “We prefer 
to fly ARCHER missions with 
two pilots and two observers,” 
Widtfeldt said. “There’s a lot 
of chatter between us to keep 
the aircraft stable and on path to 
record what we’re flying over.” 
ARCHER has many applica­
tions to keep CAP aircraft in 
the air: search and rescue, drug 
interdiction, border patrol and 
remote area mapping, Goering 
said. Cooperative efforts like this 
mission is part of Alaska Shield/
Northern Edge, the state’s por­
tion of Ardent Sentry/Northern 
Edge, a national level training 
exercise designed for multiple 
government and private agencies 
to work together in response to 
an emergency.
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On 1 February 2009, the 
International Cospas-Sarsat 
[1][1]  Organizat ion (U.S. 
included) will terminate process­
ing of distress signals emitted by 
121.5 MHz Emergency Locator 
Transmitters (ELTs).  This 
means that pilots flying aircraft 
equipped with 121.5 MHz ELTs 
after that date will have to  
depend on pilots of over 
flying aircraft and 
or ground stations 
monitoring 121.5 
to  hear  and 
report distress 
alert signals, 
t r ansmi t t ed 
f rom a  pos ­
sible crash site.  
W h y  i s 
t h i s  h a p p e n i n g ?  
Although lives have been saved 
by 121.5 MHz ELTs, the down­
side has been their propensity to 
generate false alerts (approxi­
mately 98 percent of all 121.5 
MHz alerts are false), and their 
failure to provide rescue forces 
with timely and accurate crash 
location data. Both of which 
actually delay rescue efforts 
and have a direct effect on an 
individual’s chance for survival.  
Rescue forces have to respond 
to all 121.5 MHz alerts to 
determine if they are real dis­
tress alerts or if they are being 

Termination of 121.5 MHz Beacons for Satellite 
Alerting is Coming Soon  
Notice Number: NOTC0981 

New ELT Frequency Alert

generated by an interferer, an 
inadvertent activation (by the 
owner) or equipment failure.  
I s  t h e r e  a n  a l t e r n a t i v e ?  
Yes, the Cospas-Sarsat System 
(U.S. included) has been and will 
continue processing emergency 
s i g n a l s 

t r a n s ­
mitted by 406 MHz ELTs. These 
5 Watt digital beacons transmit a 
much stronger signal, are more 
accurate, verifiable and traceable 
to the registered beacon owner 
(406 MHz ELTs must be regis­
tered by the owner in accordance 
with Federal Communications 
Commission (FCC) regula­
tion). Registration allows the 
search and rescue authorities to 
contact the beacon owner, or 
his or her designated alternate  
by telephone to determine if a real 
emergency exists. Therefore, a 

simple telephone call often solves 
a 406 MHz alerts without launch­
ing costly and limited search and 
rescue resources, which would 
have to be done for a 121.5 MHz 
alert. For these reasons, the 
search and rescue community 
is encouraging aircraft owners 

to consider retrofit of 
406 MHz ELTs or 

at a minimum, 
consider the 
purchase of a 
handheld 406 
MHz Personal 
L o c a t o r 

Beacon (PLB) 
which can be car­

ried in the cockpit 
while continuing to 

maintain a fixed 121.5 MHz 
ELT mounted in the aircraft’s tail.  
Remember, after February 1, 
2009, the world-wide Cospas-
Sarsat satellite system will no 
longer process 121.5 MHz alert 
signals. Pilots involved in aircraft 
accidents in remote areas will have 
to depend on pilots of over flying 
aircraft and or ground stations 
to hear emergency ELT distress 
signals. For further information 
concerning the termination of 
121.5 MHz data processing visit 
www.sarsat.noaa.gov.

New 406 MHz 

ELTs Effective 

1 February 2009
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Dear God: 
Why didn’t you save the school 
children at ?. .. 
Moses Lake, Washington 2/2/96
Bethel, Alaska 2/19/97
Pearl, Mississippi 10/1/97
West Paducah, Kentucky 12/1/97
Stamp, Arkansas 12/15/97
Jonesboro, Arkansas 3/24/98
Edinboro, Pennsylvania 4/24/98
Fayetteville, Tennessee 5/19/98
Springfield, Oregon 5/21/98
Richmond, Virginia 6/15/98
Littleton, Colorado 4/20/99
Taber, Alberta, Canada 5/28/99
Conyers, Georgia 5/20/99
Deming, New Mexico 11/19/99
Fort Gibson, Oklahoma 12/6/99
Santee, California 3/5/01 
El Cajon, California 3/22/01    and  
Blacksburg, VA 4/16/07  ? 
Sincerely,
Concerned Student 

Reply:
Dear Concerned Student: 
Sorry,
I am not allowed in schools.   
Sincerely, 
God 

How did this get started?
-----------------
Let’s see,
I think it started when Madeline 
Murray O’Hare complained She 
didn’t want any prayer in our schools. 
And we said, OK.

Then, someone said you better not:
Read the Bible in school; 
the Bible that says 
“thou shalt not kill, 
Thou shalt not steal,
And love your neighbors as yourself,”
And we said, OK... 

Dr. Benjamin Spock said
We shouldn’t spank our children

When they misbehaved 
Because their little personalities
Would be warped and we might 
damage their self-esteem. 
And we said,
An expert should know what he’s 
talking about
So we won’t spank them anymore.

Then someone said 
Teachers and principals better not
Discipline our children when they 
misbehave.
And the school administrators said
No faculty member in this school
Better touch a student when they 
misbehave 
Because we don’t want any bad 
publicity, 
And we surely don’t want to be sued.
And we accepted their reasoning...

Then someone said,
Let’s let our daughters have 
abortions if they want, 
And they won’t even have to tell their 
parents.
And we said, that’s a grand idea.

Then some wise school board 
member said, 
Since boys will be boys 
And they’re going to do it anyway,
let’s give our sons all the condoms 
they want, 
So they can have all the fun they 
desire, 
And we won’t have to tell their 
parents they got them at school. 
And we said, that’s another great 
idea... 

Then some of our top elected 
officials said
It doesn’t matter what we do in 
private as long as we do our jobs. 
And we said,
It doesn’t matter what anybody, 

including the President,
Does in private as long as we have 
jobs and the economy is good.... 

And someone else took that 
appreciation a step further
And published pictures of nude 
children 
And then stepped further still by
Making them available on the 
Internet. 
And we said, everyone’s entitled to 
free speech....

And the entertainment industry said,
let’s make TV shows and movies that 
promote 
Profanity, violence and illicit sex...
And let’s record music that 
encourages 
Rape, drugs, murder, suicide, and 
satanic themes...
And we said,
It’s just entertainment
And it has no adverse effect 
And nobody takes it seriously 
anyway,
So go right ahead.

Now we’re asking ourselves
Why our children have no 
conscience, 
Why they don’t know right from 
wrong,
And why it doesn’t bother them to 
Kill strangers, classmates or even 
themselves. 

Undoubtedly, 
If we thought about it long and hard 
enough,
We could figure it out.
I’m sure it has a great deal to do 
with... 
“WE REAP WHAT WE SOW” 
Why is it our children can not read a 
Bible in school, but can in Prison?



TOTEM INN

Motel • Restaurant
Lounge

P.O. Box 417
Mile 248.7 Parks Hwy.
Healy, Alaska 99743

683-6500
www.thetoteminn.com

P.O. Box 2199
Wrangell, AK 

99929

www.wrangellalaskagolf.com

874-4653

Muskeg Meadows 
Wrangell Golf Club, Inc.

104 Smith Street, Sitka
747-3339 • Fax: 747-6727

Toll Free: 

1-800-478-0004

456-7787 / Fax: 456-5766
610 12th Ave.            Fairbanks

Dick Randolph
Insurance Agency, Inc.

Life • Health
Home • Auto

Business • IRA
Annuities

Trappers Shack
Proudly Salutes the Men & Women 

of the Civil Air Patrol!
501 2nd Ave.

Fairbanks        456-5104

Mark A. Wade, M.D.
•Specializing in Surgery of the Athlete

•General Orthopedic Surgery
•Complex Shoulder, Elbow & Knee Problems

www.drmarkwade.com
Interior Alaska Orthopedic & Sports Medicine
1905 Cowles St., Fairbanks • 907-479-2663

Stikine Drug
Pirate Cove Outdoor Grill

202 Front St.
Wrangell 

874-3244
stikinedrug.com

We Salute Our Civil Air Patrol.
Keep Up The Good Work!

907-452-4903      Fax: 452-6755
P.O. Box 80430 • Fairbanks, AK 99708

Paving
Products

I n c o r p o r a t e d

Model’s
Enterprise

Hobby Store
Hours:  11:00 - 7:00 Mon. - Sat.

479-6335
1988 Phillips Field Rd., Fairbanks

We support Alaska
Civil Air Patrol.

Keep Up The Good Work!

745 W. 4th Ave., Ste. 100
Anchorage      277-5581

  Interior
  Timber
  Tramp

We proudly salute the men and 
women of Alaska Civil Air Patrol!

North Pole                 488-7267

             The Hangar
           On The Wharf

     Pub & Grill
Juneau’s Largest Selection Of Microbrews
Overlooking The Gastineau Channel
~ Fresh Local Seafood ~
#2 Marine Way, Juneau     586-5018

Matsu Alaska
Construction

John K. Matsuura
of Ketchikan

is proud to support the men and
women of the Alaska Civil Air Patrol.

225-8827 • matsuak@kpunet.net

  Seahorse
     Ventures
2878 S. Tongass Highway
Ketchikan           225-3672

We appreciate our C.A.P.!

3850 University Ave. S.
Fairbanks           474-0518

Warbelow’s Air
Ventures, Inc.

“Salutes the 
Civil Air Patrol 

and their lifesaving 
efforts!”

R&M
Engineering, Inc.

Engineers • Geologists • Surveyors
Aerial Photography

6205 Glacier Highway, Juneau

780-6060 / Fax: 780-4611
E-mail: rmengineering@rmjuneau.com

Construction • Environmental • Quarry

907-452-2512
3200 Shell St., Fairbanks

Sam Richard Brice and staff 
salute the efforts of Alaska

Civil Air Patrol!

  Service To:
  Anchorage • Mat-Valley • Fairbanks

  Kenai • Seward • Homer • Valdez

Air Land Transport
Anchorage Air Cargo 

Dispatch 248-0362
General Office: 1-800-478-2040

11100 Calaska Circle
907-248-0362 • Fax: 907-248-2695
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Wanted
Pilots & Aircrews

	Requirements:	 Become a Member
		  Desire to contribute Time and Talent
	Benefits:	 Pride in Supporting your Country and 		
		  your Community
		F  lying Opportunities in:
		      H  Search and Rescue
		      H  Homeland Security
		      H  Cadet Orientation Rides
		      H  Emergency Services

Contact Your Alaska Civil Air Patrol
In Anchorage 907-551-3147
Or Toll Free 800-478-5001



Aleutian Heating Services

                       “24 Hr. Service”

                (907)581-2032

35 Years Experience
Alaska State Code Compliance

P.O. Box 921173 • Dutch Harbor, AK 99692

Willow
Physical Therapy, Ltd.

   Specializing in:
Neck and Back Pain

Headaches / TMJ / Facial Pain
Extremity Injuries

1919 Lathrop St., Ste. 222
Fairbanks                   456-5990

Slayden Plumbing
& Heating, Inc.
Commercial • Residential

Licensed • Bonded • Insured
Sales & Service

LICENSE #AA9311
1999 Richardson Hwy.
North Pole, 488-3359

City of
Point Hope

The city of Point Hope
is proud of the men and women 

of Civil Air Patrol,
who give of themselves

so others may live!

Juneau Moose Lodge No. 700
8335 Airport Blvd., Juneau

789-1777 or 789-9155

Loyal Order Of Moose

“Let Our Family Bring Your Family Home”
789-3888

9040 Glacier Hwy., Juneau
www.powell-realty.com

Certified Repair Station 
FFA QS2R120L-JAA 4349

Teterboro Airport,510 Industrial Avenue
Tererboro, NJ 07608

201-288-1189
www.consolidatedinstrument.com

Home of Alaska’s Finest Rottweilers & Border Terriers
Planned Breeding for Beauty, Soundness & Intelligence

1800 Badger Road, North Pole

488-6607

Trost Construction

455-6148
2383 

Nugget Loop
Fairbanks

Sheet Metal Union
1260 Aurora Dr.

Fairbanks

452-3864

New Life Motors

2282 Industrial Blvd.
Juneau       789-5582

Proud to Support 
Alaska Civil Air Patrol

For All Your Outboard,  Small Engine & Power Equipment Needs

5422 Shaune Dr., Suite #C6, Juneau
523-9133

Not the Biggest, Just the Best

SOUTHEAST POWERSPORTS

Floors * Showers * Countertops
Ceramic * Porcelain * Natural Stones

225-5444
407 Dock St. Suite B, Ketchikan

Residential & Commercial Remodeling

Proudly Saluting Alaska C.A.P.
457-1503

P.O. Box 81068
Fairbanks, AK 99708

Proudly salutes the men & women 
of C.A.P. who give of themselves 

so others may live.

www.ketchikanchamber.com

225-3184
P.O. Box 5957
Ketchikan, AK 

99901

 Arctic Circle
           Air Service, Inc.

All the personnel at Arctic Circle Air are proud
to salute & support the many fine men,

women & young cadets of the Civil Air Patrol.

w w w.
arcticcircleair

.com

Anchorage . . 245-1382    Bethel . . . . .543-5906
Dillingham . . .842-3870    Fairbanks . . 474-0112

Nursery Available At Every Service
Pastor Bob Benton

747-6771
502 Hirst St., Sitka
sitkacc@ptialaska.net

Sitka Christian Center

Specialty in Volvo
Penta parts and service.

 In-shop or dockside repair 

Complete . . . 
gas & diesel engine
repair of all makes.

Striving for 100% customer satisfaction!
201 Price Street, Sitka • 907-747-0647
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CAP ALERTING SYSTEM
RED (SEVERE) Severe risk of terrorist attack or 
disaster operations
Action: Place CAP resources on RED ALERT status. CAP resources will be placed in secure 
locations under close control. Selected staff personnel, rapid response teams, and selected 
mission aircrews and ground teams will be placed on RED ALERT status and should prepare 
for expected deployment. People will not report for duty unless directed by the National 
Commander, Region Commander, Wing Commander, or the NOC. If directed to report for duty, 
mission bases may be occupied with staff and ICS liaison CAP personnel. Communications 
nets, particularly HF-SSB nets, between Wing HQ’s, Region HQ’s, and National HQ will be 
conducted at least once every six hours during Red Level Operations. Selected aircrews and 
ground teams may be directed to report to designated locations to await orders to deploy. 
Report status as directed.

ORANGE (HIGH) High risk of terrorist attack or 
disaster operations
Action: CAP resources will be placed on ORANGE ALERT status. Selected staff personnel, 
rapid response teams, and selected mission aircrews and ground teams will be placed on 
TELEPHONE ALERT and should prepare for possible deployment. CAP resources including 
CAP emergency operations centers, aircraft and ground vehicles will be inspected to 
determine operational status. Communications nets, particularly HF-SSB nets, between Wing 
HQ’s, Region HQ’s, and National HQ will be conducted at least once daily during Orange Level 
Operations. Security of resources shall be checked. Report status as directed.

YELLOW (ELEVATED) Significant risk of terrorist 
attacks or disaster operations
Action: Coordinate emergency plans with nearby local authorities. Put contingency plans 
into action if necessary. CAP emergency service personnel and resources including CAP 
emergency operations centers, aircraft and ground vehicles will be checked to determine 
operational status. Communications nets, particularly HF-SSB nets, between Wing HQ’s, 
Region HQ’s, and National HQ will be conducted at least weekly during Yellow Level 
Operations. Report status as directed.

BLUE (GUARDED) General risks of terrorist attacks 
or disaster operations
Action: Check to ensure communications links with emergency response teams work.
Increase training and preparation for the staff, air and ground teams. Review and update 
emergency procedures. Coordinate, maintain, and update current Memorandums of 
Understanding (MOU) with partner agencies. Provide CAP personnel with whatever 
information is necessary.

GREEN (LOW) Low risk of terrorist attacks or 
disaster operations
Action: Refine plans for emergencies. Train staff on emergency plans and capabilities. 
Maintain resource capability. Meet with external organizations to present CAP support 
capabilities and to develop new MOUs.



    Outpost
S n o w m o b i l e s

• Sales, Service & Factory Parts
• Durable, Reliable, Versatile

• Full Line of Winter Wear Clothing & Accessories

1450 Karen Way, Fairbanks
456-3135 • www.polarisindustries.com

320 W. Willoughby Ave., Ste. 300
Juneau   800-344-1432 / 463-7100

www.ccthita.org

Tlingit & 
Haida Indian

Tribes Of Alaska

Proudly supports the men 
& women who make up our 

Civil Air Patrol.
P.O. Box 9, Naknek

AK 99633 • 246-4430

D & D
Restaurant

 Log Cabin
  Sporting Goods
1 Easy Street, Craig

826-2205

Looking good C.A.P.!

Port of
Dutch Harbor

is proud to salute 
the men and women of  
Alaska Civil Air Patrol!

M-E-B 
Engineering

561 Iliamna Pl.
Fairbanks
457-1895

A full service shipyard and store meeting all the boating 
and commercial fishing needs of Southeast Alaska

P.O. Box 378, Petersburg, AK 99833 • 772-3596
www.petersburgshipwrights.com
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     V ictorianInn
                 An easy place to find . . .
                         a hard place to leave.

             (907) 895-4636
Mile 1414.5 Alaska Hwy., Delta Junction

Flo & employees are proud to salute the 
lifesaving efforts of Civil Air Patrol!

Air Capitol Dial, Inc.
FAA Certified Repair Station #C64R675N

1-877-269-2483
316.264.2483
Fax: 316.264.9269

Wichita, Kansas
www.aircapitoldial.com

Construction & Environmental Services
Over 19 years of experience throughout Alaska & the lower 48

Prudhoe Bay                         659-2428
www.ccialaska.com

Design/Build
Contract Management
Renovations
Installations
Remediation
Bulk Fuel Services

Power and Transmission, Inc.

Phone: 456-2230 • Fax: 456-3234
Daniel L. Gorrod, President

Truck and Trailer Parts    1-888-353-2230

         711 Van Horn Rd.
Fairbanks, AK 99701-7598

Chaz LTD
Auto Body & Paint

We Do Auto Glass Work Too!
511 30th Ave.  •  Fairbanks

Contact us during our office hours:
8:00am - 6:00pm, Monday - Friday

907-458-2500   www.chazltd.com

Atkins
Guiding & Flying Service

P.O. Box 22 Cantwell, AK 99729
(907) 768-2143 * Fax 768-2651

Hunting
Fishing
Scenic Flights

Ray Atkins
Master Guide

Proudly Salutes the
Alaska Civil Air Patrol!

780-4906
4402 Thane Rd., Juneau

R & S Pumping
Service, Inc.

• Floatplane Charters
• Flight-Seeing
• Maintenance Services

Harris Aircraft
We Proudly Salute Alaska Civil Air Patrol!

400 Airport Rd., Sitka
966-3050    Toll Free: 877-966-3050

www.harrisaircraft.com

       Nordic Tug
               Sales & Charters

Looking for a great charter experience in southeast Alaska?
Look no further!

Nordic Tug offers the best in bareboat charters!
206-919-7887

4360 N. Douglas Hwy., Juneau
www.nordictugcharters.com

 Northern
  Sky Lodge

Mile 329 Parks Highway, Nenana
 (907) 388-9954

Modern comfort at the gates of the wilderness
Near to Denali Park but away from the crowds!

Sled Dog Tours • Wildlife Viewing • Relaxing
www.northernskylodge.com

We are proud to support the men
& women of our Civil Air Patrol!

8555 Airport Blvd.
Juneau

789-0380
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Good media relations benefits the U.S. Civil Air 
Patrol. When CAP helps the media with the job of 
gathering and reporting the news, we are also help­
ing communicate CAP’s story to the public. Through 
good media relations, CAP can strengthen commu­
nity support and attract new members. Providing this 
kind of assistance also discharges our responsibility as 
a corporation funded by Congress to be accountable to 
the public.

The foundation of 
good media relations is 
the coordination, unifor­
mity, accuracy and time­
liness of the information 
released. Consequently, 
all requests for infor­
mation from the media 
should be directed to the 
squadron, group, wing 
or region public affairs 
officer, CAP National 
Headquarters Public 
Affairs or the squadron, 
group, wing or region 
commander’s designee in the absence of a PAO. 
CAP National Headquarters Public Affairs provides 
assistance to all PAOs, as requested, in handling 
media relations.  

Most inquires by journalists will concern activi­
ties that are a matter of public record and that CAP 
has an interest in promoting. Sometimes, however, 
reporters will inquire about documents, litigation 
or personnel matters. The squadron, group, wing 
or region PAO, CAP National Headquarter Public 
Affairs  or a squadron, group, wing or region com­
mander’s designee, all of whom are trained to know 
how to handle these inquiries, are the coordinating 
entity for responding to these type media inquiries.  

Regarding information requested by the media 
on cadets, the squadron, group, wing or region PAO 
complies with federal laws governing cadets’ right 
to privacy. With a cadets’ permission, almost any 
information can be released. However, without a 
cadet’s permission, only the name, rank, hometown 
and unit may be released.

If a media representative contacts individual 
members with a request for an interview or for 
information, those members should direct the repre­
sentative to their respective unit PAO. In the event 
there is a request for an interview with national-level 
leadership, CAP National Headquarters Public 
Affairs can assist with the coordination and schedul­
ing of requested media interviews.

All news releases, 
public service announce­
ments or other statements 
to the media regarding 
CAP events, activities, 
programs, or members 
should  be  re leased 
through the squadron, 
group, wing or region 
PAO or CAP National 
Headquar ter  Publ ic 
Affairs.  

During emergency 
and disaster relief mis­
sions, information should 
be released in a timely 

manner to the media through a wing’s mission 
information officer or designated mission base 
spokesperson. During emergency or disaster relief 
missions that involve multiple wings and multiple 
regions, information may also be disseminated to 
the media at the CAP National Headquarters Public 
Affairs level.

CAP encourages the release of photos to 
the media to tell the CAP story. CAP National 
Headquarters does not require a photo release form 
to be signed by members who appear in a photo 
prior to its release to the media if the photo being 
considered for release was taken in a public setting, 
e.g., encampment, weekly squadron meeting, etc. 
The only time a photo release form must be provided 
is when commercial use of a photo is anticipated, 
e.g., publication in a book, merchandising, etc. For 
mission-related photos, PAOs at all levels must 
consider the sensitivity of the mission and the need 
to coordinate formal approval for release with the 
lead agency.

CIVIL AIR PATROL MEDIA POLICY



3350 Trailer St., Fairbanks • 474-2075
We proudly salute the men and
women of the Civil Air Patrol.

Ketchikan Ready Mix
& Quarry, Inc.

Proud to Support the Civil Air Patrol

in their Ongoing Mission to Save Lives.

(907) 225-2925
4418 N. Tongass Hwy., Ketchikan

        Born-Again
        Transmission

Specializing In: Transfer Cases, Automatic 
Transmissions, Drivelines & CV Joints, FREE 

Inspection & Estimate
Nationwide Atra Warranty

3846 Royal Rd., Fairbanks • 458-7267

TMW Custom Auto
“Serving Sitka Since 1986”
Complete Auto Body Repair

Printing & Glasswork
Ski-doo & Bombardier ATV’s
125 Granite Creek Rd.

Sitka             747-3144

City of
Nenana

We are proud to salute &
support the many fine men,

women & young cadets of the
Alaska Civil Air Patrol.
Keep up the good work!

Valley Auto
Parts Alaska

Quality Name Brand
Auto & Marine Parts

789-9210
800-478-0123

9151 Glacier Hwy., Juneau

Established 1965
“If Building’s The Game….
Valley Lumber’s The Name”

789-7500
8525 Old Dairy Rd., Juneau

Valley
Lumber &

Building Supplies

   Coastwise
     Corporation

Naval Architects
Marine Engineers

P.O. Box 243883     Anchorage
907-929-3148        AK 99524
We are Proud to Support C.A.P.

Young’s Gear, Inc.
Drive Shaft Experts

Balancings s Rebuilding 
Manufacturing

We’re proud to support our fine Civil Air Patrol!

       1711 Van Horn Rd.

Fairbanks        456-6464

• Air Charters Anywhere in Alaska
• Flightseeing Tours of Mt. McKinley

-Licensed & Insured-

683-1223   Denali Park

Kantishna
Air Taxi, Inc.

Cooper & Cooper
Certified Public Accountants 

       794 University Ave.
       Suite #101
       Fairbanks
  Phone: 457-5363
  Fax: 457-3821

is proud to salute
the many fine

men and
women

who make
up our Alaska

Civil Air Patrol!

Thank You, And Keep Up The Good Work!

Totem Bar
Is proud to support

C.A.P. in their
lifesaving missions!

225-9521
314 Front Street

Ketchikan   




X

X

ABC Inc.
Seamless Remodeling Contractor

Seamless Steel Siding & Gutters
Windows & Doors

Interior & Exterior Remodeling
409 Driveway St., Fairbanks

457-2221 • abcinc@acsalaska.net

ABC • ABC • ABC • ABC • ABC INC.

Bright
Star Services
Complete Cleaning Service
We salute Alaska C.A.P.!

458-8899             Fairbanks

1

City Construction

We’ve built our reputation
on dependable service and complete satisfaction.

479-2927          Fairbanks
reickman@mosquitonet.com

“Where The Prices Are Fair”
1106 Tongass Ave., Ketchikan
225-7898         800-478-9110

dlu262@yahoo.com       FAX: 225-9119

Jud’s Office
Supply, inc.Jud’s

Supplies  •  Furniture  •  Machines

747-5161 • SitKA
www.bigbluecharters.com

Deep Sea Fishing • Whale Watching • Sight-Seeing

Mike Keating - Owner                     U.S.C.G. Licensed
Captain
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A L A S K A — W i t h  t h e 
arrival of spring and the 
softening of  the water 
in the float pond, mem­
b e r s  o f  t h e  J u n e a u 
S o u t h e a s t  C o m p o s i t e 
Squadron recently teamed 
up to take its de Havilland 
Canada DHC-2 Beaver off 
its winter-wheel gear and 
put it back on floats for 
the summer. 

Juneau SE Composite members remove de Havilland Beaver from winter footing 

Alaska Unit Preps Plane for Return to Float Duty

Maj. Jeff DeFreest 
Public Affairs Officer, Alaska Wing

Lt. Col. Boyce Bingham, 
Maj. Steve Sztuk, Capts. 
Jon  Ahlgren  and  Bob 
Mattson and 2nd Lt. Rob 
MacDonald teamed up 
to pull the plane into the 
squadron’s hangar, hoisted 
it and began the tedious 
process of the gear-swap.  
The Beaver had come to 
Juneau just before freeze-up 
last fall, with the wheel gear 

Juneau Southeast Composite Squadron members work to prepare the unit’s de Havilland Canada Beaver 
for spring and summer duty.

on board. 
To  ensure  tha t  the 

plane remained a  use­
ful asset during the harsh 
Alaska winter, it was put on 
wheels for the season, then 
used for various search and 
rescue missions and exer­
cises from January to April.  
Now it’s time for a return to 
the water.





Alps Federal
Credit Union
(907) 747-6261

401 Halibut Point Rd., Sitka
www.alpsfcu.com

P N D 
Engineers Inc.

Consulting Engineers
9360 Glacier Hwy., Suite 100
Juneau                   586-2093

3-2-1 Construction, Inc.
   General Contractors

   488-1239
     1049 Lakloey Dr.

     North Pole

      Angling
         Unlimited, Inc.

(800) 297-3380
4256 Halibut Point Rd.    Sitka, AK

Hoffer 
Glass
3740 Braddock St.
Fairbanks
456-6200

Fleet Refrigeration
303 Mitkof Hwy.

772-4625      Petersburg

Mappa, Inc.
1956 Richardson Hwy.

488-1266        North Pole

Naukati
Connections
629-4104  Naukati, Alaska 
 On Prince Wales Island 

Tires
Liquor
Propane
Groceries

   Compliments of . . .
 Fred Paulsen
Proud to support the Civil Air Patrol!

P e t e r s b u r g ,   A l a s k a

Superior Hardwoods
We can custom cut and ship

anywhere in Alaska
600 Old Steese Hwy. North
Fairbanks           457-8351

 

Roadrunner Expediting
Dependable & Fast Overnight Delivery

Pick-Up & Delivery Service
457-2182  •  1-800-478-2182

P.O. Box 60927, Fairbanks, 99706

   Road Service Available
          New & Used Factory Wheels & Tires

 (907) 456-2536
751 Williams Gate Rd. • Fairbanks

  Map Office
    USGS Topos, NOS Nautical Charts
930 Koyukuk Drive,  Room 204,  UAF
International Arctic Research Center
Fairbanks, AK 99775 • 907-474-6960

Lee’s Oriental Massage
Beauty & Day Spa

1431 Old Richardson Highway
North Pole                 490-0317

~ Maureen Misewicz ~
Mannatech Associate For Your Health

email: mez@alaska.com
P.O. Box 58154, Fairbanks, 99711

PC Aviator
839 Surfside Dr.

Surfside Beach, SC 29575
Proud to Support Civil Air Patrol

Worldwide Fuel
Mile 3.75 Peninsula 

Hwy., Naknek
246-3835

Proudly Salutes C.A.P.!

Clear Sky Lodge
Open 9:00 a.m.-Midnight

Mile 280 Parks Hwy., Anderson
582-2251

Grill on 10:00a.m.-11:00p.m.

C B General
2507 Radcliffe Rd., Juneau

723-5752
Southeast 

Aviation LLC
1249 Tongass Ave., #A

Ketchikan
225-2900

Perfection Painting
488-4153 

P.O. Box 73480
Fairbanks, AK 99707

Ken & Sandi Marchbanks
Proud to support the lifesaving 

efforts of the C.A.P. 
Keep up the good work!

K & L Distributors

945 Elizabeth St.
Fairbanks     452-8271

Harbor Welding
P.O. Box 92948

Dutch Harbor, AK 99692
581-5062

Diagnostic Radiology 
Consultants at Bartlett 

Regional Hospital, Juneau
William Richey, M.D.

Theresa Shanley, M.D.

Stikine Auto Works
Proudly Salutes 

Alaska Civil Air Patrol!
874-2468 • P.O. Box 1169

Wrangell, AK 99929

 





Tongass Sanitation
225-5561

7446 N. Tongass Hwy., Ketchikan
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Continued . . .

ALASKA -- Cadets in the 
Polaris Composite and Mat-Su 
Minuteman Cadet squadrons 
joined recently with local Army, 
Air Force and Junior ROTC mem­
bers and Boy Scouts involved 
in the Venturing Program for 
Survival School.

Alaska Squadrons, ROTC members, 
Scouts Train in Winter Outoor Survival
Polaris Composite, Mat-Su Minuteman Cadet members hone skills in erecting shelters, 
building fires, conducting post-avalanche rescues

2nd Lt. Pamela Speer, Alaska Wing, Civil Air Patrol 
Public Affairs Officer, Mat-Su Minuteman Cadet Squadron 

(Top row, left) Alaska Wing cadets buid a fire using what’s available outdoors and in their survival pouch. 
(Top row, center) Cadets from the Mat-Su Minuteman Cadet and Polaris Composite squadrons team 
up to build a shelter in the snow using logs and a tarp from their pack. 
(Top row, right) Alaska Wing and Junior ROTC cadets build fires as part of outdoor survival training. 
(Second row, left) Alaska Wing and Junior ROTC line up for outside survival class. 
(Second row, second from left) Mat-Su Minuteman Cadet Squadron cadets await instruction at 
survival school. 
(Second row, second from right) Alaska Wing cadets team with Junior ROTC cadets to see how 
quickly they can pull together resources and build an effective shelter in the snow. 
(Second row, right) Cadet Smith of the Mat-Su Minuteman pauses while looking for branches to build a fire. 

The session started off 
with training in Cold Weather 
First  Aid --  an appropriate 
approach, as temperatures dipped to 
15 below during morning classes. 
RECCO Avalanche Rescue 
System personnel covered ava­
lanche safety.  Cadets were given 

hands-on instruction with dually 
equipped transmitter/receivers 
as they hid and then found simu­
lated victims buried in the snow.  
Outside classes included Building 
a Natural Shelter and How to 
Start a Fire.



Switzer Village
Mobile Home Park         780-6010

6590 Glacier Hwy., Juneau

The City of Fort Yukon
is proud to salute the men & 
women of Civil Air Patrol!

Osborne Construction Co.
“Quality Construction, Cost Consciousness, 
Early Project Completion, Safe Workplaces”

3701 Braddock St.
Fairbanks • 451-0079

Croy Construction, Inc.
          Metal Roofing Products
            Sales & Installation

         225-3048
16208 N. Tongass Hwy., Ketchikan

INC

Boat RB
250 Mitkof Hwy.
Petersburg

772-4571

1850 Crest St., Juneau
789-2896           1-800-478-2896

Residential
Commercial
Furnaces
Boilers

 Traeger Adjusters
& Marine Surveyors

789-6700 / Traeger@GCI.net
1390 Fritz Cove Rd., Juneau

Topstitch Embroidery
10293 Rocky Point Dr. N.

Ketchikan 

225-8927

Midnight Mine
proudly salutes the many fine 
men, women & young cadets 

who make up the Civil Air Patrol.
Thanks and good luck!

Special rates for Alaska residents.
Call for reservations

(907) 459-2700
95 Tenth Ave Fairbanks, AK 99701

RENT A WRECK
Alaska’s Smart Alternative

Quality Used & New Vehicles
615 12th Ave

FAIRBANKS    452-1606

King
Flying Service

Aircraft Charter Rental & Leasing
246-4414

1 Airport Way • Naknek

1235 Lakloey Dr.  North Pole

Homestead

Pumping & Thawing

488-1566

Thank you C.A.P. volunteers!
1517 Sawmill Creek Rd., Sitka

747-8647

Tongass Regional Eye Clinic
                    A Professional Corporation

Robert A. Breffeilh, M.D. • Gordon R. Preecs, M.D.
3268 Hospital Drive, Juneau

586-2700 / In Alaska 1-800-478-3700

Tuck-Em-Inn
Metlakatla, AK
Salutes the men 
& women of the 
Civil Air Patrol.

C.J. Enterprises
Restaurant Equipment & Supplies

Pull Tabs & Bingo Supplies
Amusement Games

917 Glacier Ave., Juneau • 586-2884

North Star Golf Club
Northernmost Golf Course

  457-4653 / Fax:  457-3945
  330 Golf Club Dr., Fairbanks
  www.northstargolf.com

    225-9828
2557 Tongass Ave., Ketchikan

       Faulkner Banfield
                 A Professional Corporation

One Sealaska Plaza, Suite 202
Juneau              586-2210

www.faulknerbanfield.com

Shattuck & Grummett
~ I n s u r a n c e ~

We salute Alaska Civil Air Patrol!
9110 Mendenhall Mall Rd., Ste. 3
Juneau                        789-2446

Carver Construction
is Proud to Support the Members

of Alaska Civil Air Patrol!
P.O. Box 240475

Douglas, AK 99824 • 364-3215

Ronald Klemm of Fairbanks
is proud to support

Civil Air Patrol
for their

lifesaving efforts.

Northern Sales Co.
~ Of Alaska ~

proudly salutes the Civil Air Patrol!

5351 Shaune Dr., Juneau
907-586-3945

Midway Business
& Storage Center
Convenient Central Location – Around-The-Clock Access

780-6830
We Proudly Support C.A.P.!

100 Mount Roberts St.
Juneau          586-3960

Your Source for Everything Gas in
                       Southeast Alaska

We are Proud to Support C.A.P.!
5440 Bent Ct.

780-4767                Juneau

Alaska Auto
Towing
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DJ’s Alaska Rentals & Sale

We are proud to salute and be a part of 
the many fine efforts of the men and women in 

the Civil Air Patrol for their lifesaving missions. 

Thanks and good luck!

405 Boniface Parkway, Anchorage

333-6561
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(Left) Cadets go through their packs checking for basic survival gear. 
(Second from left) Cadets line up to leave the building for outdoor survival class. 
(Top, second from right) Cadets work togther to build an outdoor shelter. 
(Bottom, second from right) Trying to keep warm and awake, cadets do pushups in between 
presentations. 
(Right) Maj. John Erickson, commander of the Mat-Su Minuteman Cadet Squadron.

Winter Outdoor Survival
Continued . . .



Pioneer Bar & Liquor Store
212 Katlian St.

Sitka                     747-3456

Alaska Outboard, Inc.
1405 Tongass Ave.
Ketchikan • 225-4980

Stan L. Parkerson
proudly salutes the men and 
women of the Alaska C.A.P.

David Purkey and Family
proudly salute the Civil Air Patrol!

Allen Persinger
Proud to support the C.A.P.

. . . so that others may live.

              Interior
                 Towing & Salvage
3230 Vanhorn Rd. • Fairbanks • 479-4266
Industrial Service Corp.

2017 Cushman St.
456-7663                     Fairbanks

	     Healy
           Carquest

683-2374       P.O. Box 360, Healy, 99743

Kevin Herman
is proud to support the men and 
women of the Civil Air Patrol!

Appliance Service Company
700 23rd Avenue

Fairbanks            452-1000

 Moose Lodge
 Ketchikan Lodge No. 224
1245 Tongass Ave., Ketchikan / 225-4520

Douglas H. Pense
is proud to support the men
and women of Alaska C.A.P.!

Nordic        Air
772-3535          Doug Riemer

P.O. Box 1752, Petersburg, AK 99833

 Specialty
  Rentals

Juneau
789-7526

 Woody Wood is proud
        to support the ongoing missions
                of  the Alaska Civil Air Patrol.

Keith Freeman
Proudly Supports the Lifesaving
Missions of the Civil Air Patrol.

Graham Law Firm
408 Lake St., Sitka

 . . . . . . . 747-7140 . . . . . . .

Bill Mendenhall is proud to support
the Alaska C.A.P. for their courage and 

dedication in flying their lifesaving missions.

Freeman & Associates, Inc.
3529 Industrial Ave.

Fairbanks    •    456-4361

 Sam Pekovich
        salutes the fine efforts
   of the Alaska Civil Air Patrol.

Alaska Seaplane Service
1873 Shell Simmons Dr.            Ste. 110
Juneau • www.flyalaskaplanes.com • 789-7880              

Diocese of Juneau
is proud to salute the lifesaving

efforts of Civil Air Patrol!

Tal Air
1873 Shell Simmons Dr.
Juneau           789-6968

Samuel       Scott
supports the fine efforts

of the Alaska Civil Air Patrol!

1991 Fox Ave., Fairbanks • 907-457-7069

Tongass Construction Company
(907) 225-3697

7942 S. Tongass Hwy., Ketchikan

Northland Aviation Services, Inc.

3708 University Ave. S.
Fairbanks                    474-0948

Art Ward
is proud to support the C.A.P.!

Omni Logistics, Inc.
6302 Old Airport Way

Fairbanks             474-9494

        Lee Gilpin
salutes the Civil Air Patrol!

Compliments of . . . . 
Al L. Benerth of

North Pole, Alaska













Wilson Construction, Inc.
1016 Chase Ave.

424-3452                  Cordova

Mama C’s
Moose Creek Kitchen

3614 Old Richardson Hwy., North Pole • 490-0145 
  

Eagle Quality Center
2029 Airport Beach Road

Dutch Harbor            581-4040

Hip Boot Production
1828 Kendall Ave.

488-4610       North Pole

     Bliss Construction
          Building in Fairbanks Since 1981
2625 Tall Spruce Rd., Fairbanks • 451-8652

R. M. Lipchak & Associates
Environmental Consulting

586-3894          Juneau


581-6171
Unalaska



The Extra Mile

Tours
Alcan Dental Group

Dr. Scott L. Laudon M.D.
of Anchorage is proud to       

 salute the Civil Air Patrol.
Electro Tech Repair, Inc.

789-3504
10009 Camden Pl.    Juneau

Professional Land Surveyors
P.O. Box 181, Naknek, AK 99633

246-4408 (Voice & Fax)

    Hansen Painting, Inc.
            37927 Tessa Circle
    907-262-4951   Sterling

Purdy’s Totem Towing
& Repair  . . .  .  .  247-6481
10738 N. Tongass, Ketchikan
Larry’s Aircraft Welding
Bethel . . . . . . (907) 543-3304
Larry & Staff are proud to salute the men, 

women & young cadets of the Civil Air Patrol!

Hangar #1
3616 University Avenue S.
474-0191            Fairbanks
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Continued . . .

Waynesville, Ohio, working with CFIs Brad Lawson 
and Joe Smith. She soloed on June 10, 2007, and at 
this writing had 25.9 hours. A move from Ohio to 
Minnesota just 11 days after her solo has disrupted 
her training, but she intends to press on and get a 
sport pilot certificate. 

“It’s fun to share one of my favorite hobbies with 
my wife, as well as have her gain personal insight, 
understanding, and experience in aviation,” Loren 
says. “It was great to see her grin with excitement 
after an especially good lesson, or hear her describe 
some of the unique bird’s-eye views of her flight. 
The sense of freedom, the technical challenge, and 
beautiful views are a large part of what I love about 
flying. Seeing my wife experience that for herself 
was exciting.” 

On a practical note, he adds, “She is now better 
equipped to help me make wise flying decisions in 
the future.” 

Karen has nothing but praise for her husband’s 
mentoring: “He came to almost all of my lessons, 
despite his busy work schedule, and was willing to 
sit on the ground and watch me fly--a great sacrifice 
from a man who looks longingly at the sky on beauti­

did the maintenance 
for a friend with a 
Cessna 172, and in 
return my dad and I 
were allowed to use 
the airplane when the 
owner wasn’t [flying 
it]. I was able to do 
my instrument rating 
in this plane, and only 
paid for the instructor 
and the fuel, thanks to 
my dad,” he says. 

Mentors play a 
huge role in student 
success. Research 
has shown that stu­
dents with mentors 
are three times more 

AOPA Project Pilot
Continued from page 33. . .

ful sunny days.” Loren took “countless” pictures 
of Karen and the airplanes. She felt free to tell him 
when she was frustrated, or excited, or “scared to 
death.” “He was understanding and supportive, 
always listening, letting me explain myself, and 
letting me make my own decisions,” she says. 
Mentors in the family

Rob Speer and Loren Seery attribute some of 
their success in aviation to mentors of their own. In 
Speer’s case, it was a former employer. 

Born in Oregon, Speer headed to Alaska just 
after graduating from high school, where he found 
a job at a sport fishing lodge. “When I first came up 
here, I didn’t know anything about small airplanes, 
never rode in one,” he recalls. When he started 
flying with his employer or his coworkers, he was 
always trying to see what the pilot was doing, he 
says. Eventually, that employer offered to pay for 
his primary training if he would stay on at the lodge 
for three years. 

Loren Seery had a mentor closer to home--his 
father, a pilot and an airframe and powerplant 
mechanic. “He found me a great instructor, encour­
aged me, and helped me with questions I had. He 

Checking everything.



Holm Town 
Nursery, Inc.

1301 30th Ave.,Fairbanks
451-8733

MRV Architects
586-1371

800 Glacier Ave., #A 
Juneau

Logan General 
Tax Practice

789-5601
2245 Jordan Ave.,  Juneau

ABS Alaskan, Inc.
2130 Van Horn Rd.

Fairbanks      452-2002

    Duck Creek Market
              789-4637     Juneau

Most Convenient Convenience Store in the Valley

Galena Avionics
5125 Hardland Ave.

Fairbanks          474-8980

Waterman
686 Steele Creek Rd.

Fairbanks                457-7419

Meyeres Real Estate
456-6000 • www.meyeres.com

627 Gaffney Rd., Fairbanks

Michael Kelly
Salutes & Supports The Fine
Efforts Of Civil Air Patrol!

Your Full Service Sign & Graphic Design Center

458-7767
1060 Aspen St.

Sitka Electronics Lab
747-6570

232 Katlian Ave., Sitka

C & S
Charters
Goose Hunting

1990 Coalition Ln.
Fairbanks, AK

488-2589

Syd Stealey
Proudly Supports
Civil Air Patrol.

Taku
Harley Davidson

586-4100      Juneau

Input <> Output
112 Brigham Way

474-2110               Fairbanks
Charles J. Roesbery

Proudly supporting the lifesaving efforts of  
the men and women who volunteer their 

lives for our safety.

Rick Braun Land Surveyor
705 Pearl F Street

772-3986         Petersburg

Carlin Air
 www.carlinair.com
     225-3036

M & M 
Constructors

                      479-6868

1180 Chena Pump Rd., Fairbanks

8745 Glacier Hwy. • #145 • Juneau

789-0956

Interior Floor Coverings
1877 Badger Rd.

Fairbanks . . . 488-6038

Harter Real Estate Company
456-6606

114 Minnie St., Suite E, Fairbanks

 Gary McCormick
 Is Proud To Support The
  Fine Efforts Of The Civil Air Patrol.

Chena Marina
Air Service

Aircraft Servicing & Maintenance
1174 Dolphin Way, Fairbanks • 479-8408        

1616 S. Cushman St.
Fairbanks

907-452-7991

Hoitt’s
Stereo &
Video LLC
Denali Outdoor Center

Mile 238.5 Parks Hwy.
683-1925 / Denali National Park

Jantz Associates, Inc.
1648 S. Cushman St., #200
Fairbanks           451-9353 
New Northwest Broadcasters

819 1st Ave., Ste A
451-5910            Fairbanks

Agent620 Old Richardson Hwy., Suite 100
Fairbanks   •   www.glacierstate.com

Glacier State 
Moving & Strorage INC

451-0525~1-888-281-6683

24 Hour
Towing

Barker’s Auto Repair & Towing
     747-6800
 202 Smith St.  •  Sitka

Native Village
 Of Port Lions
 2006 Airport Rd.
 Port Lions          454-2234

Gary’s
Outboard Repair

747-9399 • 224 B Smith St., Sitka

Creativation Events / Rentals
4335 Manor Ave.

Juneau     321-3094

GUSTAVUS
MARINE CHARTERS
697-2233 • P.O. Box 81

Gustavus, AK 99826

ooper Creek        nowplowing
630 Tanglewood Rd.

Fairbanks     488-0225

North Star 
Auto Sales
2660 Phillips Field Rd.
Fairbanks • 458-0593

Howard & Darlene Hunter
are proud to salute the Civil Air Patrol.
ghghghghgh

Hasty Construction
247-2460

P.O. Box 741 • Ward Cove, AK 99928

JOE’S Liquor Store, Inc.
Mile O Alaska Peninsula Hwy.

Naknek • 246-4252

Aurora Towing & Recovery
225 Wilderness Dr., Fairbanks
AK 99712 • 907-460-1606

ALBERTI
Construction, Inc.
P.O. Box 1623, Petersburg 
AK 99833 * 772-3616

Bucher Glass, Inc.
1902 Hanson Rd.

452-2394 • Fairbanks

Urban
   Rahoi

Proudly Salutes C.A.P.
        Keep Up The

              Good Work!

Alaska Quality Insulators, Inc.
P.O. Box 81373, Fairbanks, AK 99708

488-3832

     J Y  Fashions
            1255 Airport Way, #4
  Fairbanks . . . . . . . . 455-7772
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Maj. John Erickson (left), com­
mander of the Alaska Wing’s Mat-Su 
Minuteman Cadet Squadron, accepts 
a $500 check from employees of the 
Wasilla, Alaska, Wal-Mart, as part of 
the discount store chain’s Good Works 
community grant program. The squadron 
also received a $500 contribution from 
BP Exploration.

Photo by 2nd Lt. Pamela Speer

Mat-Su Minuteman Cadet 
Squadron receives $500 from 
Wal-Mart, BP Exploration

Alaska Unit Benefits From 
Corporate Contributions

likely to successfully complete their training. That’s 
why AOPA, through Project Pilot, wants to help 
develop and encourage future pilots through person-
to-person motivation and support. 
Is there a mentor for you?

If, after reading these pages, you find yourself 
thinking, That’s fine for them, but nobody in my 
family can mentor me--don’t close the magazine yet. 
AOPA Project Pilot was designed to bring together 
student pilots and people who love to fly. When you 
visit the Web site, you’ll see that it is divided into 
two sections: one for mentors, and one for students. 
If you don’t have a mentor, click on “Find a Mentor” 
to see a searchable list of pilots. These are AOPA 
members who once were student pilots just like you. 
They remember what it was like and are ready to 
help you. All you need to do is give them a call, or 
send them an e-mail. Or, you can add your name to 
a list of students seeking mentors. 

What if you’ve completed your private pilot 
training and are looking to pass along the joy of flight 
to others? We’ve got a student for you! In the Mentor 
section on the home page, you can add your name 
to the list of mentors, or search a list of students 
looking for someone like you. You don’t have to be 
geographically close to that student--telephone or 
e-mail contact works too. If you have a friend who’s 
interested in learning to fly but hasn’t begun taking 
lessons, you can sign up that person for AOPA 
Project Pilot and help him to earn his wings. 

Jill W. Tallman is associate editor of AOPA 
Flight Training and AOPA Pilot magazines. An 
instrument-rated private pilot, she has approximately 
500 hours. 

Want to know more? Links to additional 
resources about the topics discussed in this article 
are available at AOPA Flight Training Online.

AOPA Project Pilot
Continued . . .



Del & Connie Carnes
proudly salute the men, women & young 
cadets who make up the Civil Air Patrol!

Alaska Basket Company
  202 Lincoln St., Sitka
   (907) 747-7922

Custom Teddys
4445 Mountainside Dr., Juneau
780-2327

AJ Aviation Services
2998 Supercub Lane

North Pole    488-6887

Robert Engleman 
proudly supports the men and 

women of Civil Air Patrol
Mac Tools, Inc.

P.O. Box 82050
Fairbanks, AK 99708 • 322-1060

Paul Metz 
Proudly Salutes Alaska C.A.P.

Deppa’s Locksmith Service
1716 Edgercumbe Dr., Sitka

738-6906
Woodworks of Ketchikan

874 Brown Deer Rd.
Ketchikan  •  225-5488

C & A Welding
1945 Bridgewater Dr.

458-9353       Fairbanks
United Builders
10 Verhagen Way, Nenana

457-7285
Possibilities 

479-5421 P.O. Box 81189
Fairbanks, AK 99708

Jack’s Liquor & Service
Mile 266 Richardson Highway
Delta Junction       895-1052

Pro Music 

300 Front St., Fairbanks
456-1994

J & S Services
800 McGrath Rd.

Fairbanks      457-3850

Kruger Paralegal Services
929-3478 • P.O. Box 211095

Anchorage, AK 99521

15 Mile Machine
General machining, repair & remanufacture of  

machine parts & tooling.
Fairbanks, AK • 907-389-2716

Tim Covell is proud
to support the lifesaving efforts 

of the C.A.P.!

Husky Homestead Tours
683-2906 • P.O. Box 48

Denali National Park, AK 99755
Fairbanks Construction

394 Farmers Loop Rd.
Fairbanks   456-1009

First Presbyterian Church
505 Sawmill Creek Rd.

Sitka  • 747-3356

Penny Barber Shop
3394 Badger Rd., North Pole

488-2009

Murphy Fish Company
5639 N. Tongass Hwy. 
Ketchikan, AK 99901

Holland Development Contractors
488-2486

1477 Levee Way, North Pole

Redline Taxi
246-8294

Mile 3 ½ Peninsula Hwy., Naknek

Independent Rental
2020 Cushman St.

Fairbanks          452-1820

Artist Cove & 
Baranof Island B & B
Traditional & Unique Alaskan Art

241 Lincoln Street, Sitka
747-6990 / artistcovegallery.com

ALASKA FUN FACTS...
Outsiders first discovered Alaska in 1741 when Danish 
explorer Vitus Jonassen Bering sighted it on a voyage 
from Siberia. 
 
Russian whalers and fur traders on Kodiak Island 
established the first settlement in Alaska in 1784. 
 
In 1867 United States Secretary of  State William H. 
Seward offered Russia $7,200,000, or two cents per 
acre, for Alaska. 
 
On October 18, 1867 Alaska officially became the 
property of  the United States. Many Americans called 
the purchase “Seward’s Folly.” 
 
Joe Juneau’s 1880 discovery of  gold ushered in the 
gold rush era. 
 
In 1943 Japan invaded the Aleutian Islands, which 
started the One Thousand Mile War, the first battle 
fought on American soil since the Civil War. 
 
Alaska officially became the 49th state on January 3, 
1959. 
 
Alaska’s most important revenue source is the oil and 
natural gas industry. 
 
Alaska accounts for 25% of  the oil produced in the 
United States. 
 
The state of  Rhode Island could fit into Alaska 425 
times. 
 
Prudhoe Bay, on the northern Alaskan coast, is North 
America’s largest oil field. 
 
The Trans-Alaska Pipeline moves up to 88,000 barrels 
of  oil per hour on its 800 mile journey to Valdez. 
 
The fishing and seafood industry is the state’s largest 
private industry employer. 
 
Most of  America’s salmon, crab, halibut, and herring 
come from Alaska. 
 
The term Alaska native refers to Alaska’s original 
inhabitants including Aleut, Eskimo and Indian 
groups. 
 
 

“To the lover of wilderness, 
Alaska is one of the most 

wonderful countries in the 
world.” 

	
		  ~ John Muir 
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Cadet Chief Master Sgt. 
Chad Speer of the Mat-Su 
Minuteman Squadron spent the 
better part of January narrow­
ing down the cadets through 
a series of criteria. Practices 
were held each week and 
during tryouts the cadets were 
selected based on accountabil­
ity, punctuality, experience, 
and trainability.

Congratulations to Cadets 
Levi Doran, Jennifer Coisman, 
Christopher Wolford, Coleman 
Smith and Tiphani Engman! 
These five Cadets have been 

chosen to represent the Mat-Su 
Minuteman Cadet Squadron at 
this year’s Alaska Wing Color 
Guard Competition.

The competition was held 
at the Alaska National Guard 
Armory on March 22, 2008. 
Good luck to the Mat-Su 
Minuteman Cadets!

Left to Right Cadets Speer, Wolford, Doran, Coisman, Smith.

Newly formed Squadron Picks 
Team to Attend Alaska Wing 
Color Guard Competition

2nd Lt. Pamela Speer
Public Affairs Officer

Mat-Su Minuteman Cadet Squadron

Left to Right Cadets Wolford, 
Doran, Coisman, Smith.



   219 3rd Ave     	 450.1200
   3101 S Cushman   	 450.1250

Mon-Fri 7:30-6pm Sat 7:30-5PM
www.americantire.net

UNALASKA/DUTCH HARBOR
COMMUNITY MEDICAL CENTER

581-1202
Fax: 581-2331

34 LAVELLE CT.
UNALASKA

email: SKome@IFHS.org

ILIULIUK
 FAMILY &
  HEALTH
 SERVICES,
INC.

Supporting 
Aviation Safety
(907) 524-3330

Fax (907) 524-3409
e-mail: tanana@mcgrathalaska.net
P.O. Box 29, McGrath, Alaska 99627

Timber • Exploration • Mining
Survey • Cargo • Operations

Serving Southeast Alaska Since 1958
We Proudly Salute The Efforts 
Of The Alaska Civil Air Patrol!

Juneau: 789-9501
Skagway: 983-2900
Ketchikan: 225-5141
Petersburg: 772-4780

1650 Maplesden Way • Juneau
http://www.temscoair.com
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ALASKA—New cadets were 
given time to get their uni­
forms together over the first 
few months as the fledgling 
Mat-Su Minuteman Cadet 
Squadron got up and running, but 
then it was time to get serious. 
The squadron’s commander, 
Maj. John Erickson, did the 
honors, carefully inspecting each 
of the 35 cadets for uniform 
violations. His discoveries in­
cluded rank insignia out of regs, 
strings that needed to be clipped, 
incorrect patch measurements, 
shoe laces hanging, hair out 
of regs, boots in need of attention 
and some uniforms still incomplete. 
One cadet element leader stood 
out with a perfect uniform, but he 
was quickly reminded that shar­
ing the knowledge is crucial to 
passing inspection as a team.  
About 90 percent of the cadets 
showed up in battle dress uni­
form as requested and made a 
sincere effort to pass their first 
inspection. The  inpsection let 
them know just what is expected 
of them, and they expect to only 
improve from here on.

New Alaska Unit’s Cadets 
Undergo 1st Uniform Inspection
Mat-Su Minuteman Cadet Squadron’s Erickson turns eagle eye on violations

2nd Lt. Pamela Speer 
Public Affair Officer 

Mat-Su Minuteman Cadet Squadron 
Alaska Wing

(Clockwise, from top left) 
(From left) Cadets Levi Doran, Tiphani Engman, Anjelica 
Franklin and Jennifer Witt await inspection. 
Maj. John Erickson inspects cadet Jennifer Coisman’s uniform 
as cadet Chad Speer stands by. 
(From left) Cadets Joshua Libis, Meranda Scott, Ilir Hajdari, 
Florim Hajdari and Levi Doran. 
Cadet Chad Speer undergoes inspection by Maj. John Erickson.



City of Petersburg

We are proud of the 
men and women of the

Civil Air Patrol for their
 dedication to their 

search & rescue missions. 
Thanks and keep up the 

good work!

PetersburgAlaska .com

P.O. Box 329, Petersburg, AK 99833

772-4425

               Promech Air
Locally owned & family operated airline

For Reservations and Information call:

1-800-860-3845
1515 Tongass Ave., Ketchikan, AK 99901

Ketchikan Waterfront: (907) 225-3845
Ketchikan Airport: (907) 225-4494

email: info@promechair.com
website: www.PromechAir.com

Charter services for 
fishing, hunting 
and flight seeing 

anywhere in 
Southeast Alaska.

Ounalashka 
Corporation

We are a proud part of America’s 
Heritage and we unite to salute

the men and women 
of the Civil Air Patrol.

400 Salmon Way
Unalaska, Alaska

(907) 581-1276
www.ounalashka.com

Petro Star
Valdez Refinery

Clean Air, Clean Water, The Good Earth…. 
Alaska Was Blessed With All Three And

We’re Doing Our Part To Keep It That Way.

We Are Proud To Salute The Lifesaving 
Efforts Of Our Civil Air Patrol.
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Mat-Su Minuteman Cadet Squadron cadet staff provides instruction

New Alaska Unit Devotes Weekend to 
Bringing New Cadets up to Speed

2nd Lt. Pamela Speer
Public Affairs Officer

Mat-Su Minuteman Cadet Squadron
Alaska Wing

Photos by 2nd Lt. Pamela Speer
Top row, left photo) 
(Front to back) Cadets Zechariah Witt, Jennifer 
Coisman, Michael Davenport and Florim 
Hajdari try not to fall during a team building 
exercise. 
(Top row, right photo) 
(From left) Cadets Christopher Wolford, 
Michael Davenport, Jennifer Coisman and 
Zechariah Witt work on building a runway and 
aircraft using nonverbal communication. 
(Second row, left photo) 
Maj. John Erickson, Mat-Su Minuteman Cadet 
Squadron commander, serves lunch to cadet 
Chad Speer. 
(Second row, center, top photo) 
Cadets Florim and Ilir Hajdari listen to tips on 
shining their boots. 

ALASKA—Members of the newly formed Mat-Su 
Minuteman Cadet Squadron recently devoted a 
weekend to skills necessary for cadets new to Civil 
Air Patrol to advance through the ranks.

The weekend served as a crash course for new 
cadets eager to rapidly advance their education 
and training. In some ways, the training weekend 
resembled a mini-encampment, with cadet staff 
giving the newcomers a glimpse of what might be 
expected of them at the Alaska Wing Encampment 
this summer. 

The weekend was planned by Cadet Lt. 
Col. Brian Slater, cadet adviser to Maj. John 

Continued . . .
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(Second row, center, bottom photo) 
Cadets are taught dining etiquette during the 
first night of training camp. 
(Second row, right photo) 
Cadet Lt. Col. Brian Slater (front) illustrates 
the proper way to order from the chow line. 
(Third row, left, top photo) 
Cadets at camp perfect their form during one 
of their many hours of practiciing drill over the 
weekend. 
(Third row, left, bottom photo) 
(From left) Cadets Chad Speer, Sarah Borden 
and Brian Slater show their fellow cadets how 
to report in. 
(Third row, right photo) 
Cadets Chad Speer and Sarah Borden 
demonstrate boot-shining techniques as parents 
look on. 
(Bottom row, left photo) 
Cadet Sarah Borden teaches a class in customs 
and courtesies, keeping the lesson fun by 
formatting her approach around the game show 
“Jeopardy.”
(Bottom row, center photo) 
Cadet Zecheriah Witt passes a piece of wood 
down the line of fellow cadets -- Jennifer 
Coisman, Michael Davenport and Florim 
Hajdari -- during a team-building workshop. 
(Bottom row, right photo) 
Cadets Jennifer Coisman, Ilir Hajdari and 
Michael Davenport present arms during drill 
practice.

Erickson, the squadron’s commander. 
“The purpose of the training weekend was to 

provide the cadets with an environment in which 
they could learn the fundamental skills that are criti­
cal for success in the cadet program,” Slater said.

The cadets arrived and reported immediately 
for in-processing. Their luggage was searched 
for contraband, and they were escorted directly 
to their rooms with instructions to unpack.  
The schedule for the following two days was full, 
as the cadets learned drill, teamwork, uniform wear, 
military bearing and customs and courtesies.

Cadet leadership was key to accomplishing the 
task, with Cadet Capt. Rebecca Boodee and Cadet 
1st Lt. Sarah Borden providing vital support. In addi­
tion, Cadet Senior Master Sgt. Chad Speer played an 
important role in ensuring execution of duties.

“We have a lot of basic cadets that need train­
ing,” said Speer, who recognized early on the need 
for a two-day camp. “There isn’t enough time to 
cover everything in our weekly meetings.”

In addition, the camp could not have been 
conducted without the coordination and knowledge 
of Erickson, the commander. 

The camp’s overall success proved evident when 
the cadets pulled together and expressed satisfaction 
at having learned so much in such a short time. 

As they packed to go home, a collective 
request arose: “Can we do this again real soon? Like 
next weekend?”

New Cadets
Continued . . .

Malachowski, Former CAP Cadet, 
Inducted into Women in Aviation 
International’s Pioneer Hall of Fame
March 28, 2008—Air Force Maj. Nicole Malachowski, the former Nevada 
Wing cadet who became the first woman to fly as part of a U.S. military 
flight demonstration team, has been inducted into the Women in Aviation 
International’s Pioneer Hall of Fame, the Air Force Times reports. 
Malachowski, who recently ended her tour with the Air Force 
Thunderbirds as the team’s No. 3 right wing pilot, was inducted at 
the San Diego Air and Space Museum as part of the 19th Annual 
International Women in Aviation Conference.
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